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Grappling  with 
local  crime 


Crowing  Middle  School  Crisis 

Step  back  Crack,  Chemo  's  taking  over 


Octane  boosters  and  carburetor  cleaners  are  said  to  be 
‘the  drugs  of  choice’  for  Mission  District  middle  school 
students;  they  pour  it  on  rags,  inhale  and  set  the  stage  for 
permanent  degenerative  effects  the  first  time  it's  tried.  A 
Chemo  crisis  task  force  meeting  is  set  for  mid-January. 

by  Marta  Sanchez-Beswick 


by  Kurt  Bier 

IN  LATE  NOVEMBER,  AS  THE 
first  rains  of  the  year  washed  six 
months  of  oil  and  grime  down 
clogged  storm  sewers,  two  men  lay 
at  the  comer  of  Woodward  and  1 5th 
Streets,  one  shot  to  death  and  the 
other  severely  wounded.  Although 
not  an  uncommon  occurrence  in  the 
socioeconomic  desert  surrounding 
the  Armory,  residents  were  neverthe- 
less surprised  by  the  event  as  this  has 
been  an  uncommonly  quiet  year  for 
one  of  the  most  crime  friendly  blocks 
in  the  Mission.  Less  graffiti,  garbage 
Continued  on  Page  8 

Environmental 
health  risks 
of  the  Mission 

by  Brian  Doohan 

REATHING  THE  AIR  IN  THE 
Mission,  fighting  off  its  numer- 
ous roaches,  rats,  and  other  pests  — 
even  sitting  in  your  apartment,  hotel 
room,  or  place  of  employment  watch- 
ing paint  flake  off  the  walls  and  ceil- 
ing may  be  hazardous  to  your  health. 

Continued  on  Page  8 


AS  IF  GANGS,  CRACK.  UNWANTED 
pregnancies  and  multicultural  fric- 
tions were  not  enough  to  cope  with  for  Mis- 
sion youth,  there  is  now  a new  demon  on 
the  block  sowing  tragedy.  It’s  called 
‘Chemo”,  and  came  to  our  neighborhood 
from  haunts  in  Mexico,  El  Salvador  and 
Honduras.  Chemo  is  the  street  name  for  the 
chemical  compounds  sold  as  octane  boost- 
ers or  carburettor  cleaners  such  as  “STP"  or 
“Berryman's”. 

Legal,  easily  accessible  and  cheap  — 
$2.50  for  one  hundred  hour  long  highs, 
Chemo  is  being  used  as  a recreational  drug 
among  children  as  young  as  nine  years  old. 
Drug  counselors  and  scientists  call  it  one 
of  the  most  harmful  mind  altering  sub- 
stances around.  In  this  case,  believe  them. 
After  only  one  try,  Chemo  can  cause  per- 
manent degenerative  effects  such  as  hepa- 
titis, chronic  lung  disease,  nerve  damage, 
heart  problems,  growth  retardation  and  a 
perpetual  tingling  of  the  toes  and  fingers. 

While  few  statistics  are  available  on 
Chemo,  a recent  report  by  the  Haight 


Ashbury  Clinic  characterized  it  as  the  drug 
of  choice  for  students  between  the  sixth  and 
eighth  grades.  The  National  Institute  on 
Drug  and  Alcohol  Abuse  considers  the  in- 
halant “the  most  widely  used  drug”  of  all 
— and  in  proportions  which  greatly  surpass 
those  of  marijuana  or  cocaine. 

Mark  Galbo,  environmental  toxicologist 
at  San  Francisco  General  Hospital  Poison 
Control  Center,  says  that  inhalation  of  car- 
buretor cleaners  can  literally  make  the  brain 
shrink.  “Some  carburetor  cleaners  contain 
methane  chloride  that  has  metabolized  into 
carbon  monoxide.  That  starves  the  brain  of 
oxygen  leading  to  a coma,"  he  said,  adding 
that  the  younger  kids  stand  to  suffer  the 
worst  effects  because  their  bodies  are 
smaller  and  still  developing. 

Getting  high  on  Chemo  produces  sensa- 
tions described  as  light-headedness,  giddi- 
ness and  hallucinations,  loss  of  balance, 
slurred  speech  and  mental  disorientation.  But 
if  a user  gets  hard  core,  they  can  suffer  a heart 
attack  or  seizure.  A SFGH  Poison  Control 
Center  report  counsels  that  "it  should  be 
strongly  emphasized  that  sudden  death  from 
cardiac  arrest  can  occur  at  any  time.” 


Another  sensation  that  Chemo  gives  is 
the  loss  of  appetite,  and  it  is  this  factor  that 
makes  it  attractive  to  hungry,  urban  street 
children  of  the  world,  and  to  young  girls 
with  low  self  esteem.  Gas  station  staff  and 
auto  parts  vendors  say  the  young  people 
whom  they  believe  buy  the  products  with 
Chemo  for  kicks  tend  to  be  first  generation 
immigrants  from  Mexico  and  El  Salvador, 
girls,  or  gang  members.  Others  say  the  prob- 
lem is  more  widespread  than  that. 

Phil  Ramirez,  an  outreach  worker  and 
health  educator  for  Horizons  Unlimited  as- 
serts that  “‘in  the  schools  I’ve  been  to.  at  least 
half  raised  their  hands  when  asked  if  they’ ve 
tried  Chemo.  One  fourth  of  the  class  said 
they  did  it  regularly.  We've  noticed  cases 
where  eighteen  year-olds  were  buying  a can 
for  under  $3,  selling  pops  (individual  hits 
on  a cloth)  for  $ 1 , and  making  a $30  to  $40 
profit.” 

Roberto  Pefia,  family  resource  specialist 
from  Central  American  Resource  Center, 
CARECEN  agrees.  He  says  that,  upon  vis- 
iting one  middle  school  he  discovered  that 
virtually  ““the  whole  school  was  high.  I saw 
over  75  students  chemo-ed  out.  The  bath- 
rooms reeked  of  it."  Once  the  principal  was 
alerted  to  the  situation,  two  students  be- 
lieved to  have  brought  the  Chemo  into  the 
school  were  suspended,  but  Pefla  knows  that 
kind  of  action  alone  will  not  be  enough  to 
stop  the  practice.  "Kids  have  their  own 
cliques  [that]  they  hang  out  with.  Many 
times,  one  will  bring  it  in  and  turn  on  the 
Continued  on  Page  6 
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All  You  Ever  Wanted  to  Know  About  Public  Schools 

Encyclopedic  Guidebooks  Are  a Boon  to  Parents 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

California  is  one  of  seventeen  states 
in  which  school  districts  are  required  to 
allow  some  sort  of  choice  in  public  school 
enrollment.  Many  parents  and  students 
in  San  Francisco  may  not  realize  this, 
however. 

Beginning  on  November  1 and  going 
through  January  10,  parents  can  apply  to 
up  to  four  schools  (other  than  the  one 
their  child  has  been  assigned)  for  the 
1997-98  school  year.  This  is  called  the 
Optional  Enrollment  Request  (OER) 
process.  The  choices  are  put  into  a com- 
puterized lottery  system,  along  with  cer- 
tain weighted  attributes  of  the  student 
including  (ethnicity,  zip  code,  siblings, 
etc..)  School  assignments  are  given  out  in 
March. 

In  the  1995-96  school  year,  41%  of 
San  Francisco  Public  School  students 
were  enrolled  in  schools  that  they  or  their 
parents  had  chosen  as  part  of  the  OER 
process.  Of  the  parents  submitting  OER 
applications,  56%  received  one  of  the 
school  of  their  choice. 

Since  1995,  Publishing 20/20  has  been 
putting  out  annual  guide  books  to  help 
parents  and  students  find  their  way  to  the 
schools  that  best  suit  their  needs.  This 
year’s  books  include:  Choosing  a Public 
Elementary  School-  San  Francisco  97; 
Choosing  a Public  Middle  School-  San 
Francisco  97;  and  Choosing  a Public  High 
School-  San  Francisco  97.  All  books  are 
priced  between  $14  and  $17. 

"Choices  in  life  are  usually  based  on 
comparative  information,"  opines  pub- 
lisher, Steve  Rees.  "Our  entire  purpose  is 
to  enable  parents  who  are  shopping 
schools  to  do  their  homework  with  the 
facts  in  hand.  This  is  what  we’re  provid- 
ing- with  a critical  and  independent 
voice."  According  to  Rees,  the  books  are 
selling  briskly,  and  in  their  second  year 
are  already  having  a positive  impact  on 
schools  and  kid’s  learning. 


The  books  feature  a chapter  on  each 
school  including  information  on  their 
history  and  background,  academic 
programs  and  mission,  buildings  and 
grounds,  campus  and  neighborhood 
safety,  staff  and  student  body,  as  well  as 
academic  and  financial  resources. 

The  books  also  feature  comprehen- 
sive tables  which  compare  each  school  to 
the  others  and  also  compare  the  schools 
to  themselves  over  time,  from  year  to 
year. 

Schools  are  ranked  for  twenty  dif- 
ferent criteria  that  can  be  broken  down 
into  six  categories:  1.  Student  test  scores. 
2.  Admission  rates.  3.  Breakdown  of  stu- 
dents (Gifted,  ESL,  racial  breakdown, 
etc.)  4.  Breakdown  of  teachers  (turnover, 
academic  degrees)  5.  Financial  and 
academic  resources.  6.  Health  programs. 

"Parents  can  find  the  things  in  the 
book  that  matter  most  to  them,"  says 
Rees.  "People  have  differing  values,  so 
we  don’t  rank  schools  from  best  to  worst. 
It’s  the  fit  that’s  most  important." 

The  high  school  book  also  includes 
frank  quotes  from  students  about  their 
schools  concerning  complaints,  ac- 
colades for  favorite  teachers,  and  sugges- 
tions for  improvement.  Publishing  20/20 
also  puts  out  Getting  the  Public  School 
You  Want  in  San  Francisco  which  is  a 
guidebook  to  help  parents  and  students 
find  their  way  through  what  can  be  a 
frustrating  and  complex  enrollment 
process. 

The  books  are  currently  being  sold  at 
booksellers  all  over  town  as  well  as  some 
toy  stores,  hardware  stores  and  inde- 
pendent grocers.  In  the  Mission,  the 
books  can  be  found  at  China  Books  on 
24th  Street,  Modem  Times  Books , on 
Valencia  Street  and  at  Rainbow  Grocery 
on  Folsom  Street. 

For  more  information  about  the 
books  call  Sarah  Fallen  at  Publishing 
20/20  (415)  487-8190. 
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Public  Notice  of  Availability  of  Request  For  Proposals 
for  the  1996  Mission  Armory  Foundation/ Mayor’s  Office 
of  Community  Development  Funds  for  Economic 
Development  Strategies 

Request  For  Proposals  (RFP’s)  for  San  Francisco’s  1996  Mission  Armory  Foundation 
(MAF)/Mayor’s  Office  of  Community  Development(MOCD)  funds  will  be  available 
beginning  December  13,  19%.  The  public  is  invited  to  participate.  RFP’s  will  be 
available  at  the  MOCD  office  at  25  Van  Ness  Ave.  Suite  700,  SF,  Ca. 

The  MAF  and  MOCD  are  seeking  qualified  parties  to  implement  economic  develop- 
ment projects  in  the  Mission  District.  The  available  amount  is  $1.8  million.  These  funds 
may  finance  one  of  several  economic  development  projects. 

The  deadline  for  submission  of  proposals  is  5:00  p.m.  February  17,  1997.  Proposals 
should  be  submited  to  the  MOCD  office , 25  Van  Ness  Ave.  Suite  700.  (Late  proposals 
will  not  be  accepted.) 

An  optional  technical  assistance  workshop  on  the  RFP  has  been  scheduled.  The 
workshop  is  designed  to  clarify  and  respond  to  any  questions  related  to  the  RFP  and 
to  assist  with  the  completion  of  the  application.  The  workshop  is  scheduled  for: 
Wednesday,  January  8,  1997  9:30  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m. 

25  Van  Ness  Ave  Suite  330  Conference  Room  "A" 

RFP’s  will  not  be  mailed.  They  must  be  picked  up  at  the  workshop  or  at  MOCD.  Please 
call  252-3100  prior  to  picking  up  your  proposal  or  for  further  information. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  SL)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

♦ Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 
' Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  & Repair 

' Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 
' Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 
' Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 
Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 
Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 
Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steerin g • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 
Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  &.  Replacement 
Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
3fci  BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 
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Rich  Sorro  1935-1996 


Rich  Sorro,  one  of  the  Mission’s  - 
and  the  City’s  --  most  respected  labor 
organizers,  died  last  month,  at  61  years  of 
age.  His  passing  is  a tremendous  loss  to 
all  those  who  seek  a better  life  through 
honest  labor,  which  is  to  say  most  of  us. 
As  head  of  the  Mission  Hiring  Hall,  Rich 
remained  focused  on  and  dedicated  to  a 
single  goal:  lifting  people  out  of  poverty 
by  finding  them  work.  He  was  good  at  it, 
and  there  are  literally  hundreds  of  people 
in  the  Mission  today  who  can  pay  their 
rent  or  mortgage,  send  their  kids  to  col- 
lege or  look  forward  to  a secure  retire- 
ment because  at  some  point,  when  they 
had  nothing,  Rich  Sorro  was  there  for 
them  one  hundred  percent. 

Thursday,  December  19,  was  official- 
ly declared  "Rich  Sorro  Day"  by  Mayor 
Brown  and  nearly  a thousand  people 
marched  in  a procession  celebrating  his 
life.  In  the  many  moving  speeches  that 
were  made  about  him  following  the 
procession,  there  emerged  a picture  of  a 
man  you  could  go  to  if  you  were  in 
trouble;  someone  who  cared,  someone 
who  would  come  through. 

Rich  Sorro  was  born  into  a working 
class  union  family  and  grew  up  in  the 
Fillmore  District.  A promising  future  in 
sports  was  cut  short  by  an  excess  of  youth- 
ful exuberance,  when  he  was  shot  by  the 
police  as  he  made  off  in  a stolen  car.  A 
stint  in  the  Army,  including  a tour  of  duty 
during  the  Korean  War,  was  followed  by 
raising  a family  in  San  Francisco’s  tough 
Sunnydale  Housing  Projects.  Rich 
worked  for  some  years  both  as  a knitter 
in  the  garment  industry  and  later  as  an 
electrical  technician. 

In  the  late  60s,  when  the  Mission  was 
threatened  by  large  scale  demolition  by 
the  Redevelopment  Agency,  Rich  Sorro 
became  a leader  in  the  multicultural 
vehicle  of  opposition,  the  Mission  Coali- 
tion Organization  or  MCO.  As  MCO 
evolved  from  being  a vehicle  for  survival 
into  a means  of  community  power,  Rich 


became  head  of  MCO’s  Jobs  Committee. 
In  the  free-for-all  style  of  the  era,  the 
Jobs  Committee  relied  on  the  holy  trinity 
of  direct  action:  the  boycott,  the  sit  in  and 
the  picket.  This  was  followed  by  mau- 
mau  negotiating  sessions  that  often  in- 
cluded dozens  of  rowdy  job  hunters 
hammering  away  at  a couple  of  very  nerv- 
ous CEO’s.  They  took  on  Safeway, 
PG&E,  Foremost  and  all  the  big  shots. 

It  was  grassroots  in-your-face,  none- 
of-this-lawyer-stuff  and  it  worked.  In  an 
interview  early  in  19%  Rich  gleefully 
described  the  action,  "We  went  after 
banks  and  knocked  them  over  - one  a 
week.  Same  with  other  companies. 
Sometimes  we’d  make  a mistake  and  pick 
on  someone  too  big.  But  most  of  the 
time,  community  action  worked." 

In  the  years  that  followed  Rich 
worked  as  a union  organizer  for  the  In- 
ternational Ladies  Garment  Workers’ 
Union  and  the  Service  Employees  Inter- 
national Union.  He  also  helped  establish 
South  of  Market’s  Filipino  Organizing 
Committee,  the  South  of  Market  Recrea- 
tion Center  and  the  West  Bay  Filipino 
Multi-Service  Center. 

But  he  was  always  an  integral  part  of 
the  Mission  community.  For  the  last  few 
years,  Rich  headed  up  the  Mission  Hiring 
Hall,  which  he  had  cofounded  in  1971. 
The  Hiring  Hall  was  a natural  progres- 
sion from  the  Jobs  Committee  of  the  late 
60s.  If  the  90s  offered  reduced  oppor- 
tunities for  those  at  the  bottom  of  the 
economic  order,  Rich’s  determination 
and  vision  remained  unshaken.  There  are 
those  who  change  with  the  times,  and 
those  who  change  the  times.  Rich  Sorro 
was  one  of  the  latter.  In  speaking  about 
the  difference  between  activism  now  and 
then,  Rich  said,  "The  time  was  right  Ac- 
tually the  time  is  right  now.  The  time  is 
always  right" 

A forceful  voice  for  the  common  man 
and  woman  is  now  silent 
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14151  625-5727 
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Some  of  the  people  in  the  December  19  procession.  The  signs  carried  by  members 
of  Rich’s  family  accuse  Kaiser  Hospital  of  contributing  to  his  death.  According  to 
Rich’s  brother  Bill,  Kaiser  diagnosed  Rich  as  haying  an  ulcer  and  treated  him  accord- 
ingly for  over  a year.  A second  diagnosis,  by  the  Veteran’s  Administration  Hospital 
about  two  month’s  before  his  death,  revealed  terminal  pancreatic  cancer. 


Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 

TYPESETTING  • DESIGN  • PRINTING 

Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos  • Letterheads  Special  Rates  for  l\on-Proflts 
Envelopes  • Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 

Stamps  • Banners  • Business  Cards  • Presentation  Folders  Pf]  • (415)  826-6700 

1009 Valencia  Si.,  SF  Fx:  (415)  826-6701 

SPECIAL  OFFER  WITH  THIS  AD:  Buy  500  Business  Cards.  Get  WOO! 
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• Open  7 Days 

• Visa/ MasterCard 

• No  M.S.G. 


Free  Delivery 
Tel:  285-4926 

Minimum  order  for  delivery  $10.00 


HOURS  Sunday  thru  Thursday:  1 1 :00  A.M.  to  9:30  P.M. 

OPEN:  Friday  thru  Saturday:  1 1:00  A.M.  • 10:00  PM. 


3515  20th  Street  (Between  Mission  & Valencia) 


San  Francisco,  CA  941  10 


a*-  '■■■■■  ■■■■■■■■■■■ 

; All  You  Can  Eat  Buffet  $4.35  ! 

I Monday  thru  Friday  1 1 a.m.  to  3 p.m.  | 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you  get 
a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/  BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs),  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
517,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  130,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  am  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


(HI 


DANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


LENDER 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  m 1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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Jose  Medina:  The  Activist  Takes  Office 


Supervisor-Elect  Jose  Medina  Photo  by  Amy  Snyder 


by  Brian  Doohan 

cteran  Mission  social  and  labor 
activist  Jose  Medina  does  not  deny  that 
his  ambition  has  long  been  to  serve  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  TWice  before 
he  finished  just  out  of  the  money. 

Finally,  on  his  third  attempt  last 
November,  Medina  succeeded  in  becom- 
ing the  first  Latino  Supervisor  elected 
at-large  without  prior  appointment  by  a 
mayor.  One  reason  for  his  election  was  a 
professionalization  of  campaign 
strategy,  which  featured  mass  mailings  of 
a tabloid  associating  Medina’s  birthplace 
with  that  of  country  music  outlaw 
Waylon  Jennings,  as  well  as  the 
candidate’s  lengthy  record  of  community 
service  — including  his  two  stints  on  the 
Police  Commission. 

The  mailer,  headlined  True 
Courage",  celebrated  Medina’s  endorse- 
ment by  a broad  spectrum  of  interest 
groups  - ranging  from  progressives,  who 
had  supported  his  earlier  attempts;  to  the 
Police  Officers’  Association,  which  had 
not.  It  emphasized  his  desire  to  tackle  the 
responsibilities  of  a Supervisor  with 
sound  judgment,  accountability  and  in- 
tegrity. 

Such  challenges,  however,  haven’t 
waited  until  he  takes  office  on  January  8. 
Medina’s  abrupt  resignation  from  the 
Police  Commission  caused  a deadlock, 
hence,  acquittal  of  an  officer  charged 
with  the  in-custody  death  of  Aaron  Wil- 
liams. 

Given  a background  in  labor  negotia- 
tions, Medina’s  tendency  to  act  with  cau- 
tion was  well  known  by  those  who 
supported  him.  However,  Medina’s  ex- 
planation that  he  would  not  remain  on 
the  Commission  to  vote  on  the  Williams 
killing  due  to  his  inability  to  attend  hear- 
ings during  the  campaign  has  been 
received  with  disbelief  from  certain 
quarters.  Some  campaign  contributions 
and  the  endorsement  of  the  Police 
Officer’s  Association  (POA)  inspired 
media  criticism  in  several  local  left-of- 
center  publications:  first,  in  the  Bay 
Guardian , which  termed  Medina’s  resig- 
nation a "mighty  duck",  an0  his  actions 
"Profiles  in  Cowardice";  followed  by 
equally  strong  worded  coverage  in  the 
Spanish-languagc  New  Horizontes. 

Upon  Medina’s  return  from 
Washington,  where  he  attended  a train- 
ing session  for  newly  elected  Latino  offi- 
cials, the  Supervisor-elect  discussed  the 


Williams  matter  and  his  local  and 
citywide  objectives  with  the  New  Mission 
News. 

Was  the  POA  endorsement  condition- 
al on  the  Williams  vote? 

Absolutely  not!  In  my  first  two  cam- 
paigns, the  POA  was  not  a member  of 
SEIU  [a  city  workers’  labor  organization 
Medina  works  for  and  had  been  endorsed 
by)].  I was  the  top  vote  getter  in  the  SEIU 
and  Labor  Council,  and  my  POA  endor- 
sement was  due  to  their  being  in  the 
SEIU. 

I did  not  resign  from  the  Police  Com- 
mission to  avoid  voting.  I had  stated  ear- 
lier I would  resign  immediately  upon 
election  to  attend  to  personal  and  family 
matters  and  return  to  work  to  retire  my 
campaign  debt  before  I took  office  at  a 50 
percent  loss  of  income.  I informed  the 
Chair  [John  Keker,  who  voted  to  clear 
Officer  Marc  Andaya]  I would  not  attend 
October  meetings.  I listened  to  only  four 
of  thirty  hours  of  testimony  and  did  not 
have  a chance  to  read  transcripts...,  in 
good  conscience,  I could  not  cast  a vot". 
I will  not  be  rushed  to  judgment. 

Should  the  matter  have  been  held 
over,  then? 

No.  The  Williams  hearings  had  been 
postponed  several  times;  I thought  it 
would  be  best  that  it  be  held  in  a timely 
manner.  Four  commissioners  are  not  as 
good  as  five,  but  it  is  an  adequate  number 
to  hear  a case. 

I would  rather  all  five  commissioners 
hear  evidence,  but  I informed  Commis- 
sioner Keker  in  September,  on  the 
record,  that  I had  committed  over  forty 
hours  on  Harrison  [the  instance  of  a 
police  raid  on  an  AIDS  fund-raiser  on 
New  Years’  Day],  and  could  not  cast  a 
vote  on  a matter  that  I would  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  hear. 

I concur  with  the  unanimous  findings 
of  the  Commission  on  Harrison.  None  of 
the  complainants  were  able  to  make  posi- 
tive ID  of  abusive  officers.  All  we  could 
find  were  technical  violations.  One  of  the 
troubling  aspects  was  that  both  San  Fran- 
cisco police  and  California  Alcoholic 
Beverage  agents  wore  identical  uniforms. 
This  should  be  changed. 

I support  Supervisor  Ammiano’s 
proposal  for  legal  civil  settlements 
against  the  City  due  to  police  misconduct 
being  removed  from  the  Police  Depart- 
ment budget.  That  will  encourage  ac- 


countability. 

In  Washington,  you  were  oriented 
into  the  Federal  funding  processes.  Were 
any  commitments  obtained  for  economic 
development  in  the  Mission? 

No.  For  programs  such  as  the 
rehabilitation  of  empty  or  dilapidated 
storefronts,  I’d  like  to  see  small  busi- 
nesses be  able  to  acquire  lower  cost 
space,  as  some  non-profits  have.  As  for 
funding,  I’ve  asked  Harvey  Rose  [the 
Board  of  Supervisors’  budget  analyst]  to 
prepare  a list  of  debts  owed  to  the  City, 
by  department,  and  an  analysis  of 
departmental  collection  processes.  The 
City  is  not  a good  collector  of  money. 

Would  you  involve  the  Redevelop- 
ment Agency  in  either  commercial  or 
residential  initiatives? 

Historically,  neighborhoods  have  not 
been  in  control  of  the  redevelopment 
process,  so  they  are  right  to  oppose 
processes  in  which  they  have  not  had 
input.  You  have  to  be  concerned  about 
mass  displacement. 

What  will  be  the  first  legislation  you’ll 
bring  before  the  Board? 

I’d  like  to  see  a designated  bike  path 
on  Market  Street.  I’d  consider  certain 
Mission  Streets  as  feeders,  but  Market 
would  be  my  priority. 

My  other  objective  is  to  increase 
safety  in  San  Francisco’s  parks  and 
playgrounds.  I’d  give  the  police  greater 
responsibility  in  the  parks  and  make  that 
department  more  responsive  to  the 
needs  of  young  people.  And  I don’t  think 
Park  and  Rec  has  enough  Latinos  and 
Mission  residents  on  its  staff. 

That  might  conflict  with  Governor 
Wilson’s  objectives  and  Propositions  187 
and  209. 

Our  Supervisors  are  going  to  act  con- 
sistently with  the  way  San  Francisco  resi- 
dents voted  - even  if  we  disagree  with 
Pete  Wilson  and  don’t  cany  out  his  man- 
dates. We’re  responsible,  first  and 
foremost,  to  the  voters  in  San  Francisco. 

Would  you  support  the  contention 


that  decisions  of  the  Police  Commission 
should  he  appealable  to  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors? 

No!  If  people  think  the  Police  Com- 
mission is  politicized,  wait  until  they 
move  disciplinary  issues  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors!  Already,  the  Police  Com- 
mission spends  too  much  time  on  in- 
dividual disciplinary  cases  at  the  expense 
of  departmental  oversight. 

What  the  Board  of  Supervisors  can 
best  do  is  oversee  the  quality  of  services 
delivered  by  city  departments  to  resi- 
dents. If  there  is  a concern  about  quality 
of  delivery  of  services,  the  Board  should 
hold  hearings  addressing  these  concerns. 

Possibly  the  Supervisors  should 
revisit  the  question  of  Police  Commis- 
sion authority  over  disciplinary  cases..., 
perhaps  through  a charter  amendment. 

You’ve  been  quoted  as  saying  you 
would  do  anything  to  be  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

I’m  committed  to  serving  the  public 
interest  and  all  of  my  educational  and 
work  experience  has  been  geared  towards 
improving  the  quality  of  life  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. I feel  very  comfortable  having  been 
elected. 

Will  Mission  residents  feel  comfort- 
able being  represented  by  Jose  Medina? 
District  elections  are  on  the  horizon  and 
Medina,  a resident  of  the  Outer  Mission 
with  substantial  Inner  Mission  work  and 
community  experience,  professed  com- 
fort running  for  re-election  from  either 
district. 

One  visible  area  of  Supervisorial 
responsibility  will  be  to  craft  owner- 
move-in  eviction  laws.  The  tenant-spon- 
sored measure  that  failed  last  November 
has  inspired  spurious  legislation  that,  ac- 
cording to  Ted  Gullickson  of  the 
Tenants’  Union,  should  not  be  sup- 
ported. 

Medina’s  position  on  this,  and  other 
key  legislation  where  big  money  has  an 
interest,  will  go  a long  way  in  determining 
whether  his  prqfile  shall  be  one  of 
courage,  cowardice,  or  a cautious 
median. 
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Raquel  Medina:  A Perspective  on  the  Economy 


by  Victor  Miller 

l^aquel  Medina  is  well  known  to 
Mission  District  activists  but  probably 
less  well  known  to  our  general  readership 
than  her  husband,  Supervisor-elect  Jose 
Medina.  Raquel,  like  here  husband,  has 
a long  history  of  activism  going  back  to 
when  she  was  13  and  living  in  the  then, 
semi-rural  East  Bay  community  of  Oak- 
ley. "I  got  involved  mainly  around  educa- 
tion issues  in  my  high  school:  trying  to 
have  access,  trying  to  be  looked  at  in 
equal  terms,  being  allowed  to  take  col- 
lege prep  classes.  There  were  only  three 
or  four  kids  of  Latin  descent  taking  col- 
lege prep  courses.  I was  one  of  them  and 
1 had  to  fight  to  get  that  right,  mainly 
because  they  thought  we  had  learning 
disabilities  and  language  problems." 

When  she  was  sixteen,  she  met  her 
future  husband  at  a San  Francisco  con- 
vention of  the  Young  Christian  Workers, 
a Catholic  Church  sponsored  political 
action  group.  At  the  same  convention, 
she  also  had  the  opportunity  to  meet 
Cesar  Chavez  and  his  family.  Two  years 
later,  she  went  to  work  for  Jose,  who  was 
doing  a study  of  migrant  workers  in  the 
western  United  States.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  1969.  At  age  nineteen,  she  decided 
on  a career  "that  nobody  else  was  really 
into,  finance."  While  Jose  attended  Har- 
vard Business  School,  Raquel  was  the 
only  woman  in  the  nearby  Boston  Col- 
lege School  of  Business.  She  completed 
her  bachelor’s  degree  in  Business  Ad- 
ministration at  the  University  of  San 
Francisco  and  later  received  a Masters  of 
Business  Administration  from  Golden 
Gate  University. 

In  1974,  while  still  going  to  school, 
she  began  working  as  a financial  analyst 
for  the  Bank  of  California,  where  she 
turned  down  a loan  request  by  Far  East- 
ern Lines  owned  by  Joseph  Alioto.  The 
Bank  went  ahead  with  the  loan  anyway 
and  - as  Raquel  puts  it  - "took  a bath" 


when  Far  Eastern  subsequently  went 
belly  up. 

"I  got  into  banking  with  the  intention 
that  it  would  give  me  a good  background 
to  do  a bunch  of  diversified  things.  I 
stayed  in  banking  fifteen  years  though," 
she  said.  This  included  six  years  as  branch 
manager  of  Lloyds  Bank,  located  at  21st 
and  Mission  where  Sanwa  Bank  is  now. 

After  banking,  Raquel  was  one  of 
three  outreach  co-ordinators  for  the  U.S 
Census  in  San  Francisco  in  1990,  got 
more  involved  in  politics  and  generally 
"had  a great  time." 

Since  1994  she  has  been  the  executive 
director  of  Mission  Economic  Develop- 
ment Association  (MEDA).  Raquel 
described  MEDA’s  purpose  as  finding 
capital  that  allows  Mission  businesses  to 
grow  and  expand  with  the  intention  of 
creating  job^MEDA  has  also  been  in- 
volved in  the  process  of  neighborhood 
revitalization,  which  involves  attracting 
new  businesses  and  retaining  those  about 
to  exit.  MEDA’s  most  visible  enterprise 
is  the  operation  of  the  Bartlett  Street 
parking  garage.  Several  years  ago,  the 
garage  was  so  plagued  by  vandalism  few 
people  were  willing  to  park  there.  The 
garage,  now  under  MEDA’s  manage- 
ment, is  usually  full  and  secure,  and 
provides  union  wage  employment  for 
seven  people. 

Asked  why  Mission  Street’s  economy 
still  fails  to  thrive,  Raquel  cites  the  per- 
sistent image  of  the  area  as  being 
dangerous,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  much 
of  the  commercial  real  estate  is  badly  in 
need  of  upgrading  and  overpriced.  "Ab- 
sentee owners  want  to  sell  their  proper- 
ties at  the  highest  possible  price  and 
anyone  that  buys  is  going  to  have  to  put 
a ton  of  money  into  them.  You  have  the 
appraisals  come  in  and  some  of  the 
owners  want  to  sell  their  property  at 
above  the  appraised  value."  She  also 
mentioned  some  historical  factors:  "The 
Mission  was  a totally  different  place  in 
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the  early  70s.  'Itien  you  had  BAR  1 con- 
struction tearing  up  the  street  [and]  driv- 
ing out  all  the  larger  businesses  that  were 
pretty  stable.  Then  the  suburban  malls 
got  built.  Also,  the  city  stopped  investing 
in  its  infrastructure  and  at  some  point 
changed  its  preferences  as  to  which 
neighborhoods  resources  went  into."  The 
Mission  was  not  on  the  preferred  list  — as 
most  of  us  know.  Medina’s  explanation 
for  this  (not  surprisingly)  is:  "This  area 
just  hasn’t  had  any  representation  for  a 
long  time." 

She  sees  an  anchor  tenant,  a large 
development  of  some  sort,  as  the  most 
likely  way  to  stimulate  other  business 
development  on  the  street.  "When  you 
have  that,  you’ll  have  other  businesses 
sprouting  up  around  it."  The  most  talked 
about  possibility  along  this  line  is  a large 
multiplex  theater  at  the  site  of  the  cur- 
rently closed  New  Mission  Theater,  at 
21st  and  Mission.  Three  theater 
operators  are  currently  evaluating  this 
option  and  the  Mission  Merchants  As- 
sociation has  developed  an  outline  for 
such  a project  called  "Plaza  de  las 
Americas."  Medina  also  feels  a large 
amount  of  private  investment  is  going  to 
be  necessary  to  turn  Mission  Street 
around.  At  MEDA’s  own  office  building, 
the  Bayview  Federal  Building  at  22nd 
and  Mission,  two  years  of  electrical  work 
were  necessary  just  for  computer  net- 
working capacities  and  other  state-of- 
the-art  business  infrastructure  that  most 
downtown  firms  take  for  granted. 

She  is  supportive  of  developments 
such  as  the  new  Potrero  Center,  which 
she  called  "an  important  development 
for  this  community....  It  may  have  a nega- 
tive impact  on  some  of  those  business 
with  which  it  competes,  but  it  still  offers 
the  type  of  mall  shopping  somebody  goes 
out  of  the  Mission  to  do.  Some  of  those 


businesses  are  local  and  they  have  done 
everything  possible  to  make  sure  they 
hire  locally." 

She  would  also  like  to  see  more  blue 
collar  jobs  created  in  the  Mission’s 
Northeast  Industrial  Zone,  such  as  is 
being  done  by  chocolate  maker  Joseph 
Schmidt,  but  admits  ."That  might  not  be 
practical  anymore." 

Asked  about  the  impact  of  the  Brown 
Administration  on  the  local  economy, 
Medina  thought  it  was  still  too  early  to 
tell  but  said  "He  seems  to  be  trying  to  find 
exactly  what  to  do  with  the  City  but  I 
don’t  think  he’s  found  it  yet.  You  do  need 
some  large  investments  and  some  large 
developments,  and  he  immediately  went 
for  those." 

The  Redevelopment  Agency  has 
been  seen  by  many  as  a vehicle  for 
economic  growth  in  the  Mission.  Like 
everyone  else,  Medina  had  strong  feel- 
ings on  the  matter:  "I  think  it  may  be  time 
for  Redevelopment  investment  but  you 
have  to  have  [neighborhood]  people  who 
are  willing  to  watch  it.  There  are  people 
in  [the]  Redevelopment  [Agency]  who 
feel  it  should  not  be  driven  by  neighbor- 
hoods... [but]  by  corporations,  and  that 
seems  to  be  a conflict  that’s  going  to 
happen  here....  Redevelopment  can  be 
very  dangerous  for  a community;  it  can 
wipe  out  a community;  it  can  displace  a 
lot  of  people  --  but  it  can  also  be  used  by 
the  community  as  a valuable  tool.  You’re 
talking  about  bringing  in  resources  and 
large  amounts  of  money  to  be  used  for  a 
project  that  you  want  to  do.  Do  we  always 
want  to  have  these  old  buildings  sitting 
around  that  we  can’t  do  anything  with?" 

Looking  ahead  to  the  coming  year, 
Medina  was  very  optimistic:  "Despite  all 
its  problems,  the  Mission  is  getting  ready 
to  boom." 
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whole  group.  I see  Chemo  everywhere 
now,  day  and  night  on  the  sidewalks  of 
Mission  Street,"  he  said. 

Despite  the  apparently  epidemic 
quantity  of  Chemo  abuse  going  on,  the 
closest  thing  to  a treatment  program 
available  specifically  for  inhalants  is  a 
"chill-out  room"  being  developed  at 
Horizons  Unlimited  that  will  function  as 
a detox  space,  with  fresh  air  and  juice.  "It 
[Chemo)  makes  kids  violent,  then  ex- 
tremely depressed,"  Ramirez  explained. 
"When  a kid  last  year  killed  himself  in  a 
San  Francisco  group  home,  a can  of 
Chemo  was  found  near  his  body."  Cur- 
rently Horizons  Unlimited  has  free  coun- 
seling for  kids  having  problems  with 
Chemo  and  court  ordered  diversion 
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programs  for  kids  who  have  been  busted 
getting  high.  "Once  they  are  released  it  is 
off  their  record,"  says  Ramirez. 

"We  hate  having  to  see  these  kids 
begin  a life  of  delinquency  because  of 
Chemo,"  said  one  Mission  Station  police 
sergeant.  "While  they  cannot  be  arrested 
for  buying  the  stuff  they  can  get  taken  in 
for  being  intoxicated  in  public.  And  once 
they’ve  been  jailed,  its  hard  to  get  them 
out  of  the  justice  system.  This  stuff  can 
change  the  kid’s  whole  future.  There  has 
to  be  a better  answer  than  locking  them 
up." 

Meanwhile,  Doug  Johnson,  manager 
of  Sherbas  Auto  Supplies  on  South  Van 
Ness  and  Army  says  that  up  until  he  quit 
selling  the  potent  Chemo  products,  he 
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couldn’t  keep  up  with  demand.  "In  the 
last  four  months,  I saw  that  kids  as  young 
as  nine  (were)  coming  in  for  a bottle  of 
octane  booster.  I got  suspicious  because 
I know  that  they  are  too  young  to  have  a 
car.  Groups  would  stop  in  at  eight  in  the 
morning,  on  their  way  to  school.  It  was 
very  sad  to  see."  Johnson,  who  has  kids  of 
his  own,  tried  keeping  the  products  be- 
hind the  counters  available  only  to  those 
over  eighteen,  "but  they  started  coming 
in  with  fake  IDs."  Supervisor  Susan  Leal, 
who  is  in  the  process  of  developing  an 
ordinance  calling  Chemo  a public  health 
crisis,  has  directed  her  office  to  inves- 
tigate the  possibility  of  forcing  auto 
shops  to  keep  the  products  behind 
counters. 

Ramirez,  as  well  as  other  community 


members  have  begun  a Chemo  Task 
Force,  whose  present  membership  in- 
cludes Supervisor  Leal  and  includes  staff 
from  the  Mission  Police  Station,  the 
Department  of  Public  Health,  San  Fran- 
cisco General  Hospital,  the  County  Sub- 
stance Abuse  Office,  Juvenile  Probation 
Department  and  others.  The  next  meet- 
ing is  scheduled  for  mid-January  and  the 
agenda  is  set  to  create  a strategy  for  ar- 
resting those  involved  in  Chemo  sales, 
sending  informational  letters  to  auto 
parts  shops  that  sell  the  products,  and 
making  school  site  visits. 

Ramirez  sums  it  up  for  many  in  the 
know:  "Unless  we  address  this  problem 
quickly,  we  have  no  chance  in  hell  of 
saving  these  kids." 


$50  Reward  for  Garden  Space 

Help  me  find  a yard  or  lot  with  runnining  water  to  lease  for  2 - 3 years  for  organic 
growing.  Minimum  1000  sq.  ft.  easy  access  & SW  exposure.  Kathy  665-1365 


STAY  WARN  THIS  WINTER 

California  law  requires  that  all 
rental  units  have  adequate  heat. 

San  Francisco  law  requires 
that  all  apartments  and  hotels  be 
heated  to  at  least  68°F 
between  5-11:00  a.m.  and  3-10:00  p.m. 

If  you  are  a PROPERTY  OWNER,  and  your  tenant  does  not  have  adequate 
heat,  you  are  responsible  for  addressing  this  problem  as  soon  as  possible. 

Make  sure  the  heat  is  on  and  pilot  light  is  lit. 

Respond  to  your  tenants'  notification  of  a heating  problem  and  fix  it 
within  48  hours. 

For  further  assistance,  call: 

San  Francisco  Apartment  Association  255-2288. 

If  you  are  a TENANT  living  without  adequate  heat,  inform  your  landlord  in 
writing  of  the  problem,  and  if  you  do  not  receive  a prompt  response,  call: 

The  Housing  Rights  Committee  749-3700  (English  and  Chinese)  or 
The  St.  Peter's  Housing  Committee  487-9203  (se  habla  Espanol). 
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By:  D.  Michael  Spero 


Rumble  at 
Mission  High 

TP  he  relationship  between  Mission 
High  School’s  new  administration  and  a 
large  part  of  the  faculty  has  reached  a 
state  of  barely  concealed  warfare. 
Teachers  say  there  is  an  "atmosphere  of 
accusation.. .administrators  undercutting 
teachers...;  everyone  is  demoralized."  Ad- 
ministration supporters  decry  the  "nega- 
tive, uncooperative  vicious  attitude  of 
some  staff." 

New  Principal  Ted  Alfaro  has  been  an 
active  change  agent.  In  September,  he 
provoked  immediate  dissent  when  he 
removed  the  pictures  of  MHS  graduating 
classes,  dating  back  to  1900,  that  lined 
the  ground  floor  walls.  The  historic 
photos  were  casually  dumped,  damaging 
the  frames  and  some  of  the  photos,  until 
a teacher  salvaged  them  and  took  them 
home  for  safe  keeping.  In  October,  Al- 
faro called  a staff  meeting  for  the  student 
journalists  of  the  MHS  paper,  The  West 
Wing,  telling  them  to  be  sure  they  printed 
both  sides  of  issues  they  covered.  The 
faculty  advisor  and  another  adult  volun- 
teer were  excluded.  In  December,  during 
a game  against  Santa  Rosa,  Alfaro  got 
into  an  argument  about  player  roughness 
on  the  court  with  basketball  coaching 
icon  Ernest  McNealy. 

Alfaro  and  Assistants  Charles  Puen- 
tes, Michael  Eddings  and  Carlos 
Ramirez  work  hard;  no  one  questions 
that.  They  are  in  the  halls  all  the  time  and 
drop  in  on  class  sessions  frequently.  They 


kept  MHS  open  during  the  Christmas 
break  for  those  who  wanted  to  use  the 
library,  the  computers  or  the  weight 
room.  They  have  reduced  class  sizes, 
closed  the  campus  so  students  can’t 
wander  off  at  lunch  time,  and  brought  in 
counselors  from  RAP  to  work  with 
troubled  kids.  They  are  planning  a Satur- 
day Latino  Mission  Parents  Center  at  the 
school. 

In  spite  of  the  administrators’  work 
habits,  some  teachers  feel  they  are  inex- 
perienced, disrespectful  and 
authoritarian.  Everyone  has  stories  of 
administrators  asking  students  which 
teachers  should  be  kept  and  which 
should  go,  if  and  when  the  school  is 
restructured.  One  teacher  said  the  prin- 
cipals "treat  us  like  children."  Teachers 
say  they  are  not  consulted  and  "morale  is 
low"  has  become  a faculty  mantra. 

Rojas  pulling  strings? 

The  theater  of  war  was  staged  in  May, 
when  Superintendent  Waldemar  Rojas 
sacked  the  school’s  principal,  Lupe 
Arabalos,  and  two  of  her  assistants. 
Teachers  and  students  felt  Arabalos  was 
supportive,  and  under  her  administra- 
tion, violence  at  Mission  had  dropped 
sharply  while  attendance,  graduation 
rates  and  standardized  test  scores  in- 
creased at  the  fastest  rate  of  any  high 
school  in  the  City.  Mission  High 
Schoolers  and  community  supporters 
came  to  Arabalos’  support  in  a series  of 
protests  to  the  Board  of  Education,  high- 
lighted by  a walkout  of  over  300  students 
who  marched  to  Mayor  Brown’s  office 
and  then  met  with  School  Board  presi- 
dent Steve  Phillips  and  Rojas. 


Despite  the  protests,  Rojas  brought 
in  Alfaro,  a Sacramento  educator  who 
had  never  been  a principal  before.  Two 
of  the  new  assistants,  Puentes  and 
Ramirez,  are  also  from  out  of  town.  The 
one  holdover  assistant,  Carl  Meggers, 
resigned  shortly  thereafter.  The  issue  be- 
came a focal  point  in  the  recent  Board 
election,  in  which  Rojas  supporters  won 
three  of  four  seats. 

Many  observers  see  the  change  in 
MHS  leadership  as  part  of  Rojas’  mas- 
culinization  of  San  Francisco  schools.  A 
big  majority  of  his  administrative  hires  at 
the  middle  and  high  school  level  are  men. 
Many  MHS  teachers  accuse  the  ad- 
ministration of  sexism.  According  to  the 
teachers’  clandestine  publication  The 
Underground  Guerrilla  Gazette,  during  a 
Mexican  Independence  Day  assembly,  a 
man  portraying  "Don  Chun,  a ludicrous 
Mexican  caricature,  got  on  stage  and 
began  to  sing  a ribald  song....  [then]  he 
went  into  the  audience  and  pulled  up  a 
young  student  to  dance  with.  There  was 
this  old  man  with  his  hands  all  over  one 
of  our  young  women,  kissing  her  neck 
and  performing  suggestive  movements 
towards  her...."  Some  female  staffers  also 
say  their  ideas  are  routinely  ignored  by 
administration. 

Teachers  expressed  concern  about  a 


cutback  in  MHS’  vaunted  Step  to  College 
program  from  ten  sections  to  two.  Alfaro 
says  the  change  was  appropriate  because 
only  62  seniors  are  on  track  to  graduate, 
and  the  school  must  focus  on  getting 
more  of  them  up  to  speed.  A collabora- 
tive program  with  Columbia  Park  Boys 
and  Girls  Club  that  addressed  the  needs 
of  high-tmancy  students  has  also  been 
halted.  According  to  Jennifer  Kern  of  the 
Boys  and  Girls  Club,  "The  school  was 
fond  of  the  program  [last  year],  but  we 
didn’t  see  lasting  benefits."  The  program, 
which  will  probably  restart  in  January,  is 
being  restructured  as  an  incentive  pro- 
gram to  get  kids  to  stay  in  schools  by 
providing  jobs,  contingent  on  their 
regular  attendance  of  classes. 

The  big  issue  remains  reconstitution: 
the  threatened  replacement  of  all  staff. 
Mission  is  on  the  C5IP  list,  meaning  they 
are  up  for  reconstitution  if  they  don’t 
make  sufficient  improvements.  Most 
teachers  feel  the  decision  has  already 
been  made  and  there  is  not  much  they  can 
do  about  iL  Alfaro  says  that  the  District 
is  simply  evaluating  them.  According  to 
the  Guerrilla  Gazette , one  sore  point  with 
teachers  is  that  the  CSIP  team  was  given 
reserved  spaces  in  the  parking  lot,  forcing 
more  teachers  to  park  in  two-hour  zones 
on  the  street. 


LUSCioUS  LuCY’s 
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too  cream 


Lucy's  Lunchbox 
Soups 
Quiches 

Spinach  Lasagna 
Black  Bean  Tart 
Tex  Mex  Pasta  Salad 


French  Pastries 
NY  Cheesecakes 
Brownies 
Ice  Cream 
Vegan  Cakes 
Low  A Non  Fat... 


1109  Valencia  St  corner  of  22nd  824-7659  lucy.peapod.com 


FRENCH  ROAST  - 

$3.99  /LB! 

MaR1€'S 

Gourmet  Foods  & Coffees 


Coffees,  tens,  muffins,  scones  and  bagels 
Coffee  beans,  filters,  bulk  teas,  candies  and  gifts 


1038  VALENCIA  STREET 


(bet.  21st  & 22nd  Sts.) 


282-5532 


WMllAGHl  s 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


Remodeling  Sale 


2644  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415  285.4980  • 285.1782  fax 


Monday-Thursday  10am-6pm 
Friday,  Saturday  10am-7pm 
Sunday  llam-6pm 
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according  to  a study  introduced  at  the 
24th  Street  Economic  Summit  in  Sep- 
tember and  published  in  the  Hastings 
College  Journal  of  Environmental  Law,  are 
among  the  worst  in  San  Francisco, 
matched  only  by  those  in  Chinatown  and 
Bayview-Hunters  Point. 

Dr.  Raquel  Pinderhughes,  who 
authored  the  study,  has  identified  several 
of  the  usual  suspects:  poverty  and  a 
predominantly  minority  and/or  non- 
English-speaking  population  lacking 
both  the  political  power  and  the 
economic  discretion  to  dissuade  hazard- 
ous uses,  and  some  factors  not  usually 
cited  in  local  environmental-impact 
reports. 

"Residents  in  the  Mission  District  are 
exposed  to  a range  of  environmental  con- 
taminants," Pinderhughes  warns.  The 
most  obvious  is  its  automobile-related 
pollution  --  Highway  101,  16th,  Cesar 
Chavez  and  South  Van  Ness  are  major 
transit  arteries  - but  contaminants  are 
also  spewed  into  the  air  from  the  Muni 
terminal  located  at  16th  and  Harrison 
and  from  the  many  auto-related 
enterprises  east  of  Mission  Street. 

"Residents  who  live  in  this  area  are 
regularly  exposed  to  solvent  and  paint 
emissions  from  dozens  of  small  and  large 
auto-body  and  auto-paint  shops," 
Pinderhughes  notes. 

A less  visible  risk  comes  from 
households  and  institutions  that  regular- 
ly use  over-the-counter  toxins  to  fight  the 
never-ending  battle  for  ratlessness, 
roachlessness,  and  the  American  Way. 
Bugs  and  rodents  have  developed  a resis- 
tance to  many  pesticides,  but  such  is  not 
the  case  with  people,  especially  seniors 
and  infants.  Dr.  Pinderhughes  paints  a 
dismal  picture  in  which  the  rodents  are  "a 
significant  and  growing  problem  in  the 
Mission  District  due  to  the  fact  that  so 
many  people  live  in  overcrowded  condi- 
tions and  there  are  so  many  restaurants 
and  fast-food  chains." 

Finally,  Pinderhughes  cited  a multi- 
plier effect  in  which  toxins  in  residential 
neighborhoods  impact  many  of  those 
Mission  residents  who  work  in  service 
industries  (especially  janitorial,  auto  and 
textiles).  Women,  as  well  as  men,  are 
exposed  to  hazardous  chemicals  on  and 


off  the  job,  inviting  health  problems  for 
their  infants. 

Pinderhughes  has  also  published 
studies  linking  issues  of  race,  poverty, 
and  political  powerlessness  that  en- 
courages some  authorities  (especially 
under  the  government  downsizing  occur- 
ring both  at  Democrat-run  federal  and 
Republican-managed  California  state 
agencies)  to  do  something  about  the 
"lack  of  political  power  in  poor  and 
workingclass  communities."  One  of  her 
criticisms  and  potential  corrections  is 
that  traditionally  "occupational  and  en- 
vironmental health  issues  have  not  been 
linked  together."  Regulatory  agencies 
seldom  work  together  and  frequent 
violators  tend  to  remain  uncorrected. 

A public  meeting  inspired  by  the 
Hastings  study,  conducted  November  12 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
attended  by  other  agencies  and  the  24th 
Street  Revitalization  Committee,  inad- 
vertently confirmed  Pinderhughes’s 
bleak  outlook  by  deteriorating  into  a 
ritual  gripe  session.  A few  of  the  200 
attendees  commented  about  trash  and 
grime,  but  most,  as  often  happens  in 
public  meetings,  were  more  interested  in 
venting  their  feelings  about  crime.  Mis- 
sion residents  summed  the  affair  up  as 
"unfocused,"  "a  bitch  session,"  and 
"bogged  down."  A member  of  the  24th 
Street  Committee  acknowledged,  "un- 
fortunately, it  did  not  lead  to  a produc- 
tive outcome." 

Alex  Mamik  of  the  DP  W told  the  New 
Mission  News  that  "a  limited  but  albeit 
important  set  of  issues  with  high  emo- 
tional content"  diverted  the  focus  of  the 
"Quality  of  Life  Meeting,"  but  valuable 
written  suggestions  had  been  submitted 
and  "a  final  action  plan  will  be  sent  to  all 
participants  as  soon  as  additional 
detailed  responses  are  received  from  the 
responsible  city  departments." 

Local  health  and  environmental  is- 
sues are  to  be  targeted  by  the  Health 
Department  and,  on  such  issues  as  lead 
abatement,  by  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Housing. 

The  organizers  of  the  24th  Street 
Summit  are  also  preparing  an  Action 
Plan  independent  of  DPW*s  Action  Plan. 
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and  needles  muck  up  the  street,  and 
during  the  day,  at  least,  residents  play  and 
work  with  nary  a mince  in  their  in- 
cautious and  carefree  steps. 

Paralleling  an  overall  decrease  in 
inner-city  crime,  the  Mission  is  a safer 
place  than  it  used  to  be.  Granted  the 
decrease  is  extremely  slight  (see  chart 
below),  inconsistent  and  not  entirely 
reassuring,  but  it  points  to  a broader 
process  the  effect  of  which  is  unmistak- 
able. From  North  Beach-esque  Valencia 
Street  to  the  dandy  lofts  of  the  NEMIZ, 
vice  and  graft  are  being  hemmed  in  by 
cultural  and  economic  forces  that  are 
fundamentally  altering  the  character  of 
the  Mission.  But  there  is  inevitably  a gap 
between  these  mega-trends  and  local 
residents;  citizen’s  voices  often  die  out 
before  they  reach  the  government’s  ear. 


captain’s  Code  Enforcement  Task  Force 
have  adopted  blocks,  helped  process 
evictions,  and  made  considerable 
progress  toward  cleaning  up  the  residen- 
tial hotels  around  16th  Street.  Crime  is 
down  and  beauty  is  up. 

He  lauded  the  efforts  of  officer 
Teresa  Escobar  in  particular.  She 
adopted  the  block  of  Woodward  and  14th 
Streets  and  is  given  credit  for  the 
aforementioned  safer,  cleaner  atmos- 
phere there.  But  in  an  interview  with  the 
area’s  residents,  all  of  whom  choose  to 
remain  anonymous,  many  were  unaware 
of  the  who’s  and  why’s  of  Adopt-A- 
Block. 

"Never  heard  of  it,"  said  a six  year 
resident  when  asked  about  Adopt-A- 
Block.  "The  street  is  safer  but  that’s  hap- 
pened before.  It  goes  in  cycles."  "The 


Preliminary  Crime  Report 

Month  Ending:  Nov.  1996 


Mission 


Novembeir  1996  Compared  to 

Same  Period  of  Previous  Year 

Year-to-Date  Comparison 

Nov-95 

Nov-96 

% Change 

1996 

1996 

% Change 

Crimes 

Homicide 

2 

1 

-50.00% 

13 

13 

0.00% 

Rape 

2 

4 

100.00% 

30 

30 

0.00% 

Robbery 

75 

71 

-5.33% 

798 

686 

-14.04% 

Aggravated  Assault 

51 

62 

21.57% 

594 

616 

370% 

Burglary 

67 

59 

-11.94% 

781 

866 

10.88% 

Auto  Boosting 

125 

123 

-1.60% 

1570 

1486 

-5.35% 

Other  Larceny 

152 

157 

3.29% 

1831 

1841 

0.55% 

Motor  Vehicle  Theft 

105 

82 

-21.90% 

990 

1004 

1.41% 

Totals 

579 

559 

-3.45% 

6607 

6542 

-0.98% 

One  agency,  however,  is  attempting 
to  place  itself  as  an  advocate  for  residents 
within  this  void:  the  "Adopt-A-Block" 
program,  launched  by  Mission  Police 
Captain  A1  Casciato.  Whether  it  fails  or 
succeeds  ultimately  depends  on  how  Mis- 
sion residents  choose  to  vocalize  their 
collective  desires. 

Last  March,  Casciato  became  the 
Mission  Station’s  new  captain.  An  eager 
proponent  of  community  policing,  he  im- 
mediately implemented  the  Adopt-A- 
Block  program  to  theoretically  expand 
the  role  of  the  police  department  beyond 
simple  crime  control.  The  idea  behind 
Adopt-A-Block  is  simple:  divide  the  dis- 
trict into  two  to  three  block  sections  and 
encourage  officers  to  "adopt"  these 
blocks. 

The  relationship  between  the  officer 
and  the  residents  on  the  block  would  be 
an  intimate  one;  officers  would  eventual- 
ly meet  every  resident,  set  up  monthly 
meetings  to  hear  their  concerns,  and  be 
their  advocate  in  the  quest  for  attention 
from  city  agencies.  For  example,  if  a resi- 
dent notes  that  a light  is  out,  she  need 
only  tell  her  officer  who  will  then  pass  on 
a written  request  for  service  to  the  ap- 
propriate city  agency.  Even  better,  an  of- 
ficer cruising  his  or  her  beat  sees  piles  of 
trash  on  a comer  and  notifies  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works,  without  waiting 
for  an  official  complaint  from  a resident. 
Community  policing,  in  this  case,  relies 
on  the  unique  role  police  officers  play  in 
the  community.  No  city  employee  has  a 
more  discrete  knowledge  of  the  people 
and  district  they  serve  than  the  police 
officer.  They  spend  hours  a day  driving  up 
and  down  the  same  streets,  ostensibly 
observing  with  keen  eyes  the  dynamics  at 
work  among  residents.  They  drive  over 
pothole  filled  roads,  under  working  and 
broken  streetlights,  through  clean  or  gar- 
bage strewn  streets,  by  loitering  drug 

dealers,  and  past  arguing  neighbors.  Who 
could  better  relate  residents’  concerns  to 
the  government  at  large? 

Eight  months  after  its  implementa- 
tion, Captain  Casciato  is  pleased  with  his 
program’s  results.  "It’s  going  very  well," 
he  allowed,  in  a recent  interview  with  the 
NMN.  Out  of  a total  of  123  officers,  92 
have  adopted  blocks.  The  desk  of  the 
clerk  responsible  for  processing 
residents’  service  requests  is  overflowing. 
Officers  Strange  and  Clark  of  the 


streets  are  cleaner,"  another  resident  ob- 
served, but  she,  too,  drew  a blank  at  the 
name  Adopt-A-BIock.  One  family  knew 
the  name  Escobar,  having  attended,  with 
four  other  people,  one  of  the  monthly 
block  meetings  at  the  police  station,  but 
could  not  say  why  she  paid  special  atten- 
tion to  their  street. 

Ethyl  Newlin.of  the  16th  and  Mission 
Public  Safety  Mini  Task  Force  on  Crime, 
echoed  this  ambivalence.  "They’ve  been 
wonderful  on  Woodward  Street,  which  is 
a major  accomplishment,"  said  Newlin. 
But  when  it  came  to  her  area  of  expertise, 
she  was  more  reserved:  "I  haven’t  seen 
much  change  at  the  comer  of  16th  and 
Mission;  people  are  still  complaining 
about  the  same  things.  It  seems  real  in- 
consistent, with  some  blocks  doing  very 
well,  with  others  not  quite  coming 
together." 

Part  of  the  problem  has  to  do  with 
personnel  changes.  In  April,  a massive 
changeover  left  fifty  percent  of  the  Mis- 
sion station  staffed  by  rookies.  After 
weathering  the  Mission,  these  rookies- 
cum-veterans  are  often  transferred  and 
new  officers  take  their  place,  officers  un- 
familiar with  the  minutiae  of  local  life. 

But  some  residents  wonder  if  turning 
over  these  responsibilities  to  the  police 
department  helps  or  hinders  the  public 
from  exercising  their  rights  as  citizens. 
Mission  permit  officer  Jim  Ludlow  ex- 
plained that  "If  a citizen  complains  about 
something,  the  agency  may  not  take  it 
seriously,  but  if  a cop  passes  on  the  com- 
plaint, they’ll  get  on  it."  Should  residents 
accept  a diminished  role  in  the  parlay 
between  the  community  and  the  larger 
government?  Casciato  expects  that  his 
officers  will  be  simply  informing  resi- 
dents of  their  options,  but  how  tempting 
is  it  for  residents  to  turn  over  their  voli- 
tion? Will  traditionally  disenfranchised 
groups  be  less  likely  to  approach  officers 
for  help  and  end  up  becoming  even  more 
isolated,  as  the  police  become  an  increas- 
ingly important  step  in  the  governmental 
process? 

Casciato  and  Newlin  both  hope  this 
will  not  be  the  case,  but  in  the  end,  it’s  the 
residents  of  the  Mission  who  will  deter- 
mine the  dialogue  between  themselves 
and  the  government.  Casciato  plans  to 
resurrect  the  comm  unity- wide,  monthly 
meetings  at  the  Police  Station,  where 
residents  can  shape  the  debate. 
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mission  broadsider 


by  andy  solow 


The  Dolores  Swami 

After  nearly  five  years,  $330,000  and 
two  failed  attempts,  the  Dolores  Park 
Soccer  Field  is  still  unusable  - closed  for 
repairs  necessitated  by  the  misfeasance 
of  senior  Parks  Department  and  DPW 
staff.  In  spite  of  numerous  attempts  by 
the  soccer  community,  a private  athletic 
field  drainage  company,  and  this  reporter 
to  convince  the  SF  Parks  Department 
that  a good  drainage  system  is  fundamen- 
tal to  the  survival  of  a heavily  used 
amateur  athletic  field,  the  Parks  Depart- 
ment ordered  a substandard  drainage 
system  and  spent  the  lion’s  share  of  our 
tax  dollars  on  expensive  Bermuda  sod. 
Well,  the  warm  season  Bermuda  grass 
has  turned  brown  and  will  be  dormant 
until  next  May,  much  of  the  rye  grass  seed 
the  Parks  Department  applied  to  the 
field  never  germinated,  and  the  field 
turned  into  a mud  bog  the  first  time  it 
rained  because  their  cheapo  drainage 
system  failed. 

SF  Viking  Youth  Soccer  League 
(SFVYSL)  representative  Chris 
Duderstadt  was  not  happy  with  these 
developments,  "The  SF  Parks  Depart- 
ment has  been  having  problems  with  ath- 
letic field  maintenance  throughout  San 
Francisco  for  many  years.  I find  it  dis- 
couraging that  in  spite  of  our  best  efforts 
to  work  with  the  Department,  they  have 
still  not  developed  field  maintenance 
procedures  and  a long  range  plan  for  the 
maintenance  of  athletic  fields.  The  SF 
Parks  Department  doesn’t  know  how  to 
grow  grass  from  seed.  They  only  know 
how  to  lay  sod." 

Dangerous  Fields 

San  Francisco’s  athletic  fields  have 
been  in  lousy  shape  for  at  least  ten  years. 
In  fact,  conditions  have  gotten  so  bad 
that  the  children  and  adults  who  use  the 
fields  run  a substantial  risk  of  serious 
injury.  This  summer,  Parks  Department 
staff  bungled  the  renovation  of  the  Polo 
Fields  and  let  much  of  Crocker  Amazon’s 
grass  die  while  they  spent  four  months 
trying  to  fix  the  irrigation  system.  In  spite 


of  the  fact  that  the  Department  has  a 
portable  water  cannon  in  storage  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  no  attempt  was  made 
to  keep  the  grass  alive  at  Crocker  while 
the  primary  irrigation  system  was  under 
repair. 

During  the  last  few  years,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  California  Youth  Soccer 
Association  (CYSA),  the  SFVYSL,  the 
Mission  Youth  Soccer  League  (MYSL) 
and  a variety  of  other  organizations  that 
use  the  city’s  athletic  fields  have  sent 
numerous  letters  of  complaint  to  the  SF 
Parks  Department,  the  Recreation  & 
Park  Commission  and  the  Open  Space 
Committee.  The  Open  Space  Committee 
has  been  very  generous,  allocating  well  in 
excess  of  $1  million  toward  solving  the 
problems.  The  Commission  has  been 
sympathetic,  authorizing  the  formation 
of  a Ground  Sports  Advisory  Committee 
(GSAC),  composed  of  all  interested  user 
groups,  to  advise  the  Commission  of 
solutions  to  the  problems.  But,  contrary 
to  all  of  the  GSAC’s  advice,  so  called 
"expert"  Parks  Department  senior  staff 
have  stubbornly  continued  to  follow 
their  failed  policy  of  zero  maintenance, 
followed  periodically  by  hideously  ex- 
pensive renovations. 

During  March  1996,  CYSA  spon- 
sored a tour  of  several  of  the  city’s  ath- 
letic fields.  Former  SF  49’ers  field  goal 
kicker,  past  member  of  the  Italian  Na- 
tional Soccer  team,  and  current  Commis- 
sion President  Vincent  J.  Rovetti 
attended  the  three  hour  tour  and  has 
been  trying  very  hard  to  improve  the 
quality  of  athletic  fields  in  San  Francisco 
ever  since. 

Former  amateur  soccer  player  and 
current  Commission  member  Steven 
Brattesani  has  also  gone  to  bat  on  behalf 
of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  children  and 
adults  who  use  San  Francisco  athletic 
fields.  But  both  Rovetti  and  Brattesani 
have  been  stymied  by  a Commission  that 
is  mired  in  petty  power  squabbles  over 
who  gets  to  be  President,  and  infantile 
disputes  over  use  of  the  extra  seats  in  the 
Commissioners’  private  box  at  Candle- 
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stick  during  49’ers  games. 

Rumor  has  it  that  Mayor  Brown 
promised  multimillionaire  Eugene 
Friend  the  Commission  Presidency  in  ex- 
change for  his  support  in  the  mayors  race. 
But  after  the  election,  Brown  reneged 
and  gave  Rovetti  the  Presidency  instead. 
Friend  has  been  going  ballistic  ever  since. 
During  the  Commission  meeting  on  Sep- 
tember 19, 19%  - in  full  view  of  the  public 
and  this  reporter  - Friend  repeatedly 
used  profanity  and  hurled  racist  epithets 
at  Rovetti  and  Brattesani.  Said  Friend  to 
Rovetti,  "II  Duce,  II  Duce... Mussolini 
came  back".  Friend  further  stated  that  he 
had  personally  "bought  the  Mayor’s  elec- 
tion" and  that  the  Mayor  "owed"  him  the 
Commission  Presidency. 

Let’s  Get  This  Show 
On  the  Road 

" I have  already  met  with  Joel  Robin- 
son to  discuss  these  problems  and  I will 
be  meeting  with  the  Mayor  shortly," 
Rovetti  promised. 

Brattesani  saw  it  as  a problem  of 
entenched  bureauacracy:  "(Park  & Rec 
General  Manager]  Joel  Robinson  is 
doing  the  best  he  can  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. The  Civil  Service  System  has 
been  an  obstacle  to  change  and  the  recent 
paralysis  of  the  Commission  by  petty 
politics  hasn’t  helped  either.  Robinson  is 
trying  hard,  but  it  takes  time  to  institute 
meaningful  reform  after  years  and  years 
of  the  status  quo.  Once  we  cure  the 
patient,  we  need  a vaccine  to  make  sure 
the  disease  doesn’t  recur.  The  vaccine 
should  take  the  form  of  a long  range  plan 
for  the  maintenance  and  care  of  the  City’s 
athletic  fields,"  he  said. 

"I  will  be  requesting  that  the  Commis- 
sion hold  a special  hearing  to  discuss 
maintenance  and  scheduling  procedures 
for  these  fields  in  the  immediate  future." 
Now  is  the  time  for  change.  We  need  to 
get  this  show  on  the  road ,"  Brattesani 
added. 

We  Finally  Got  Our 
Money  Back! 

On  Friday,  December  13,  19%,  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Community  Develop- 
ment (MOCD)  published  a request  for 
proposals  (RFP’s)  for  the  use  of  the  $1.8 
million  that  the  city  just  took  away  from 
the  Mission  Armory  Foundation  (MAF). 
Applications  for  the  MOCD  Economic 
Development  Strategy  Funds  must  be 
submitted  by  February  17,  1997.  The 
RFP  says  that  proposals  may  be  sub- 
mitted for  a portion  or  the  entire  $1.8 
million  and  that  available  funds  may 
finance  one  or  several  economic 
development  projects.  Priority  will  be 


given  to  collaborations  between  public 
agencies,  private  nonprofits  and  for 
profit  businesses. 

The  final  selection  for  funding  and 
the  funding  levels  for  each  program  will 
be  made  at  the  sole  discretion  of  Mayor 
Willie  L.  Brown  Jr.  Applicants  may  apply 
in  one  of  three  categories: 

1)  A major  economic  development 
project  harnessing  the  potential  of  the 
growing  multimedia  industry  to  create 
jobs  and  community  revitalization  in  the 
Mission  District. 

2)  A major  comprehensive  economic 
development  project  for  the  Mission 
District  that  addresses  economic 
development  and  demonstrates 
measurable  outcomes  of:  a)  neighbor- 
hood revitalization;  b)  commercial 
revitalization  and  c)  job  creation  ac- 
tivities for  the  Mission  District. 

3)  Smaller  scale  or  specific  economic 
development  or  capital  improvement 
projects  that  can  demonstrate  a sig- 
nificant contribution  to  one  or  more  of 
the  following:  a)  commercial  revitaliza- 
tion; b)  neighborhood  revitalization  and 
c)  job  creation  activities  for  the  Mission 
District. 

A Challenge 

I want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
challenge  Mission  Economic  Develop- 
ment Corporation  (MEDA)  to  apply  for 
the  entire  $1.8  million  and  use  it  as  seed 
money  to  initiate  the  development  of  a 
four  screen  movie  theater  and  retail  com- 
plex on  Mission  Street  somewhere  be- 
tween 21st  and  23rd  Streets,  served  by  an 
elevated  parking  structure  at  22nd  and 
Capp.  This  is  an  old  idea,  but  nobody  has 
ever  been  able  to  put  it  all  together. 

Unfortunately,  the  people  who  have 
the  most  disposable  income  simply  do 
not  use  public  transportation  while  shop- 
ping. They  use  their  private  automobiles. 
Thus,  the  only  way  that  Mission  Street 
will  ever  be  able  to  compete  with  shop- 
ping malls  like  the  new  one  at  16th  and 
Potrero  is  to  provide  ample,  safe  parking 
for  hundreds  of  cars. 

Gordon  Steindorf,  co-owner  of  the 
vacant  lot  at  22nd  & Capp  told  me  that 
he  and  his  brother  would  be  very  inter- 
ested in  working  with  anyone  willing  to 
build  a parking  garage  on  their  land.  Ac- 
cording to  MEDA’s  executive  director 
Raquel  Medina,  MEDA  has  been  ap- 
proached by  developers  willing  to  invest 
in  the  area,  provided  that  sufficient  park- 
ing is  made  available  to  support  their 
activities.  A $1.8  million  subsidy  should 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  entice  a park- 
ing company  to  build  a parking  structure 
at  22nd  & Capp. 

Medina  says  that  MEDA  is  consider- 
ing the  possibility. 
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We  invite  you  to  land  on  the  new  planet  on 

the  block. 

PLANET  HEALTH 

Come  into  health  territory  and  discover 
a world  of  Natural  Food  Groceries. 
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Fresh  Breads,  Bulk  Grains  & Herbs. 
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friendly  Staff  & Soothing  Atmosphere. 
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Sundays  from  9 am  to  10  pm 

San  Francisco  (415)  558-9150 


Composed  by  Kurt  Bier 
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WEDNESDAY 

Kick  the  New  Years  blues  with  vitamin  B-9 

Urs  Leonhardt  and  the  Community  Music  Cen 
ter  orchestra  perform  Beethoven’s  Ninth  Sym 
phony,  a New  Year’s  Day  tradition  since  1993 
Also  on  the  program:  Urbes  by  Mexican  com 
poser  Carlos  Pazos.  First  Congressional 
Church,  495  Post  at  Mason,  4pm,  $10  Call 
647-6015 


fic  Commission  will  consider  approval  of  the 
San  Francisco  Bicycle  Plan  at  this  session.  Ref- 
erence copies  of  the  plan  are  available  at  the 
Main  Ubrary  and  DPT  office  at  25  Van  Ness 
Suite  345.  Meeting  takes  place  at  the  War  Me- 
morial/Veterans Building  401  Van  Ness  Room 
428  at  2pm.  Call  554-9800 

The  Cross,  the  Pear  Tree  and  the  Perrera 
family  tree  - Victor  Perrera  reads  from  his  book 
The  Cross  and  the  Pear  Tree  which  traces  the 
roots  of  his  family,  Sephardic  immigrants  to 
Guatemala  City,  through  500  years  of  some 
pretty  exciting  multicult  times.  Modem  Times 
Books  888  Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free.  Call  282- 
9246 

Dog  gone?  - Dr.  Carmack's  pet  loss  support 
group  for  grieving  pet  owners.  SF/SPCA  2500 
16th  St.,  7:30  • 9pm.  Call  554-3050 


FRIDAY 

Room  for  one  more  blue  one  - Jazz  by  the 
Blue  Room  Boys  with  Ralph  Carney  at  Radio 
Valencia  1199  Valencia  Street,  7pm,  free  Also 
on  1/10. 


SATURDAY 

What’s  your  favorite  organ  work?  - If  you 

said  “Anything  by  that  wildman  Johann 
Nepomuck  David!",  get  on  over  to  the  Episco- 
pal Church  of  St  John  the  Evangelist,  1661 
15th  Street  at  5pm  and  give  it  up  for  Erik 
Goldstrom  as  he  tickles  the  pipes  with  all  JND’s 
top  hits  Also  stuff  by  that  Bach  dude.  Recep- 
tion follows  at  5:30  religious  services  at  6.  All 
free. 

Hard  to  spell  jazz  folks  - Oluyemi  Thomas, 
Ijeoma  Thomas,  Damon  Smith  & Carla  Kihlstedt 
PLUS  Marco  Eneidi  Radio  Valencia  1199 
Valencia  Street,  7:30  pm,  free 


SUNDAY 
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Rumba  Dance  Benefit  for  Judith  Justiz  at 
La  Pena  Cultural  Center  - Fundraiser 
danceshow  of  Afno-Cuban  folkloric  dances  fol- 
lowed by  open  Rumba,  where  audience  and 
performers  merge  intoa  rhytmic,  writhing,  sen- 
sual oneness  Funds  destined  to  benefit  criti- 
cally ill  family  member  in  Cuba  Latin  food  will 
be  available,  4 - 6pm,  La  Pena  Cultural  Center, 
$5  donation,  More  info:  (510)  845-7144  or  La 
Pena:  (510)  849-2568. 

Exotic  imports  - The  Visitation  Valley  Boys 
play  Jazz  at  Radio  Valencia  1199  Valencia 
Street  7 pm,  free 


THURSDAY 

The  Big  Splash!!!  - Sunnse  Sidewalk  Clean- 
ers, the  Mission's  exemplar  youth  owned  and 
operated  business  holds  its  grand  opening 
Food,  , raffles,  mambo  music  and  the  eleven 
propnetors  of  the  SSC  in  person.  Columbia  Park 
Boys  & Girls  Club  450  Guerrero  5:30  - 7:30 
pm,  free.  Valet  Parking.  Call  861-8232. 

Mind  your  p’s  and  q’s  and  your  Q’s  and  P’s 

- Choreographers  Ney  Fonseca  and  Ann 
Bluethenthal  tackle  the  intricacies  of  relation- 
ships between  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the 
dance  performance  Queers  and  Peers.  Danc- 
ers’ Group  Theater  3221  22nd  Street,  8pm,  $10. 
Also  run  January  10,  11,  16,  17,  & 18.  Call 
824-5044 

Jailhouse/Growth  Industry  Blues  - Elihu 
Rosenblatt,  editor  of  Criminal  Injustioe:  Con- 
fronting  the  Prison  Chsis,  discusses  his  book 
which  deals  with  the  roots  and  consequences 
of  the  U.S.  prison  system's  rapid  expansion  - it 
is  now  the  world’s  largest  lockup.  Also  sched- 
uled to  speak  are  co-editors  Rita  D.  Brown  and 
Julie  Browne  and  there  will  be  taped  statements 
by  from  political  prisoners.  Modem  Times  Books 
888  Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free  call  282-9246 

Concert  with  conversation  - Sharon  Isbin,  gui- 
tar: Guadencio  Mello,  percussion.  Community 
Music  Center  544  Capp  5:30  - 6:30,  free.  Call 
647-6015 

R.a.L  co.  rocks  - Members  of  Riot  Act  Theater 
Company  present  the  first  annual  Under  24  Per- 
formance Festival.  Short  but  visceral  theater 
by  five  intense  young  multicultural  performers 
aged  19  -22  Worth  leaving  the  'hood  to  see 
Bindlestiff  Studio  185  6th  Street,  8pm,  $5-10 
Runs  through  1/18.  Call  974-1167 
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MONDAY 

Labaudt  and  Von  Meyer  have  risen  from  the  SATURDAY 
dead!  • The  Golden  Gate  Park  Beach  Chalet 
closed  for  15  years  finally  re-opens  as  a visitor 
center  Inside  are  some  great  old  frescoes  by 
Lucien  Labaudt  and  some  fine  mosaics  and 
magnolia  wood  carvings  by  Michael  Von  Meyer 
Now  how  about  bringing  back  Fleishhacker 
Pool?  1000  Great  Highway  Call  274-1821  or 
746-2947  more  information 


Not  just  jazz,  but  free  jazz  • The  Adam  Levy 
Quartet  plays  Radio  Valencia  1199  Valencia 
Street  7:30  pm,  free 
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Free  body  and  soul  work  - Kripalu  Yoga  class. 

an  integrated  experience  of  movement,  breath,  

music  and  relaxation.  All  levels  welcome  Man-  SUNDAY 
posa  Studio  2808  Mariposa  Street,  6:30-8:00 
pm.  Offered  again  1/8/97  7-  8:30  pm.  Call  487- 
7648 


TUESDAY 


Two  wheels  good,  four  wheels  bad,  Dig 
wheels  hold  meeting  - The  Parking  and  Traf- 


Yee-haw  - The  Dark  Hollow  Bluegrass  Band  at 
Radio  Valencia  1199  Valencia,  7pm,  free 

Izzy  Dee’s  Fifth  - The  Isadora  Duncan  Dance 
Center  celebrates  five  years  of  fancy  footwork 
with  dance,  music,  poetry,  song  and  food. 
Isadora  Duncan  Dance  Center,  3435  Cesar 
Chavez  St.  at  Valencia,  studio  202, 2-5pm,  sug- 
gested donation  $25  (more  if  you  can,  less  if 
you  can't).  Call  587-0730 


hew  Mission  raws  January  m r ageh 


David  Selvin:  A Terrible  Anger  - Labor  leader 
David  Selvin,  witness  to  the  labor  unrest  of  the 
1930's,  discusses  his  book,  a compelling  his- 
tory of  the  pacific  Coast  Maritime  strike. 
7:30pm,  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia 
Street,  Free,  282-9246. 
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THURSDAY 

The  Sweetest  Hangover  - In  a new  play  by 
Ricardo  Braco,  characters  explore  the  world 
around  them,  a disco  inferno  , and  come  to 
interesting  conclusions  about  the  life  as  young, 
gay,  male  of  color  8pm,  Brava  Theater  Cen- 
ter, 2789  24th  Street,  $10-$14,  647-2822. 
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FRIDAY 


Expressionist  Opera  - Teatro  Bernice,  under 
the  direction  of  Tom  Marzella,  presents  Slave, 
an  opera  based  on  the  memoirs  of  Czech  Dis- 
sident Emigre  Filmmaker  Milos  Forman.  Fri- 
Sat  8pm,  2pm  Sun,  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia  Street,  $10,  626-3311,  thru  Feb 
9. 


Heroism  Heralded  - Mission  youth  celebrate 
local  heros  in  the  What’sup  in  the  Mission? 
'Zne  Release  Party.  5:30pm,  Everett  Middle 
School,  450  Church  Street,  763-6139. 
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SATURDAY 

A String  Sextet  - Marco  Eneidi  and  Donald 
Robinson  perform  as  two  of  five  of  a jazz  band 
7pm,  Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia  Street,  $3, 
826-1199 
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SUNDAY 

It’s  Death  in  There  - A concert  of  works  by  the 
Fog  City  Chamber  Company.  Community  Mu- 
sic Center,  544  Capp  Street,  $5,  647-6197 


I know  you  are  - A free  eight  week  course 
covering  topics  such  as  recognizing  hidden  an- 
ger, blocks  to  expressing  anger,  handling  the 
emergence  of  feelings,  and  so  on.  6:30pm, 
Everett  Middle  School,  450  Church  Street,  585- 
SI  50. 

Andre  Watts  Piano  - A salute  to  the  joy  of 
making  music  performed  in  solo  recital  in  honor 
of  CMC's  75th  anniversary  8pm,  Davies  Hall, 
Grove  and  Van  Ness  Streets,  Call  647-6015 
for  Ticket  Information. 
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TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


Its  First  Little  Kick  - Come  to  a seminar  cov- 
ering the  normal  changes  of  pregnancy,  exer- 
cise and  nutntion,  and  when  to  call  the  doctor. 
9am,  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Free,  821-3627. 


SATURDAY 


Red  Stone  Labor  - The  Lab,  in  collaboration 
with  the  Clarion  Alley  Mural  Project,  throws  an 
opening  celebration  for  the  permanent  Exhibi- 
tion of  the  Red  Stone  Labor  Temple  Murals 
(Twist/Rigo  '96/Carolyn  Castano/Susan  Greene/ 
Aaron  Noble).  12pm,  The  Lab.  2948  16th 
Street,  Free,  864-8855 

Good  Chamber  Music  - Artists  perform 
Schubert,  Bloch,  Beethoven,  and  Hindemith. 
8pm,  CMC,  544  Capp  Street,  $5, 647-6015 


SUNDAY 


Ina  Chalis  Opera  Ensemble  - Celebrating  the 
music  of  Schubert.  4pm,  CMC,  544  Capp 
Street,  $5-$10  donations. 


MONDAY 

Shame  Recovery  • A course  on  healing  the 
healing  the  wounds  of  shame:  a multiple  step 
solution.  6:30pm,  Everett  Middle  School,  450 
Church  Street,  585-5212. 


31 

SATURDAY 


Moon  at  Dawn  - Original  photography  by 
Takami,  taiko  drumming,  shakuhachi,  poetry, 
and  set  design.  8pm,  Dancers  Group,  3221 
2nd  Street,  $10/$8,  824-5044 


Great  Mural  Dedication  - Salud,  by  Dan 
Fontes,  an  eight  story  mural  on  the  side  of  the 
Bethany  Center  Senior  Housing,  will  be  dedi- 
cated by  famous  Da'  Mayor  and  The  Super. 
Musical  Entertainment  will  be  provided 
11:30am,  BCSH,  at  21st  and  Capp  Streets,  821- 
4515. 
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ONGOING 


Game  Night  - Game  lover  meet  every  Wednes- 
day at  7:30pm  at  Muddy  Waters  Coffeehouse, 
1304  Valencia  Street  to  play  games. 

Mural  Walk  - Precita  Eyes  Mural  Center  offers 
walking  tours  of  Mission  murals  every  Satur- 
day at  1 :30pm  at  their  shop  at  385  Precita  Av- 
enue. Prices  are  $4,  $3,  and  $1 


We  feature  the 


Selection  of 
African,  Latin, 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
bean, and  other 
Selected  music 
[Traditional  & 
Contemporary). 
693  Guerrero  St  @ 
18th,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 


Dig  DeEPer 


for  the  best  in  world  music 


Come  join  us  in  celebration 
of  the  grand  opening  for  the 
Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners 
This  community  debut  will 
feature  the  unique  business 
partnership  between  the  entre- 
preneurial youth,  the  Mission 
merchants  and  beyond. 

Splashy  hors  d'oeuvres.  beer, 
wine,  live  Mambo  music,  and 
lots  of  fun! 

Dive  into  The  Big  Splash 
Drawing — great  prizes  including 
a free  weekend  at  the  romantic 
Andora  Inn  in  San  Francisco, 
sumptuous  dinners  for  two, 
luxurious  bath  care  products 
and  more. 

Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners 

are  1 1 Mission  District  teens,  who, 
through  the  support  of  Mission 
District  Enterprise  Community 
Board,  have  created  an  affordable 
sidewalk  cleaning  business. 

SUNRISE 

SIDEWALK 

CLEANERS 
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Thursday  I 
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5:30-7:30PM  — 
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Columbia  Park 
Boys  & Girls  Club 
450  Guerrero  Street 
at  1 6th  Street 
San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking 
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The  Next  Fayes 

A Neighborhood  Market 
offering  Specialty  Groceries 
a Coffee  Bar 


Protests  over  the  firing  of  a popular  Mission  High  principal  spilled  out  into  the 
streets  Open  warfare  between  faculty  members  and  administrators  persists  (see 
page  7)  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


Marino  and  Nicole  Sandoval  opened  Balazo  Gallery  in  August.  This  luxuriant 
showcase  for  contemporary  Latin  American  art  was  a superb  addition  to  the 
community’s  already  vital  arts  scene.  In  1997,  the  gallery's  director  Mario  Joel 
(pictured  above),  promises  to  make  Balazo  a major  venue  for  international  exhi- 
bitions (see  page  17).  Photo  by  Cindy  Ragin. 


The  Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field  opened  to  great  fanfare  but  turned,  almost  imme- 
diately, into  the  Dolores  Park  Swamp,  due  to  a level  of  stupidity  unusual  for  even 
the  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation  (see  page  9)  Photo  by  Cindy  Ragin 


Coming  - Joseph  Schmidt  will  be  mov- 
ing his  chocolate  factory  to  16th  and 
Folsom. 


Gone  - Yahoo  Herb  & Ecology  lost  a 
landlord  tenant  fight  but  "worm  boxer" 
Fred  Pastor  says  he’ll  be  back.  Photo 
by  Victor  Navarrete 


Tenant  organizations  picketed  the  Burlingame  mansion  of  slumlord  Monica  Hujazi 
following  the  death  of  one  of  her  tenants.  Photo  by  Sarah  Menefree 


The  Mission’s  hard  luck  Aztec  Moon  Goddess  was  evicted  from  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  but  found  lodging  elsewhere  while  she  awaits  final  funding  and 
a permanent  home  somewhere  in  the  "hood".  Photo  by  Joseph  Pupuva. 
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IMAGES  OF  1996 


Bigger  and  Better  - The  omnipresent  Willie  Brown  was  on  hand  to  celebrate 
Rainbow  Grocery’s  humongous  new  digs  at  1 3th  and  Folsom.  Photo  by  Arthur 
Hudson. 
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The  Mission’s  most  intractable  and  destructive  problem  showed  no  signs  of  im- 
provement despite  a general  decline  in  the  crime  rate  in  most  other  parts  of  the 
City  (see  page  1).  One  of  the  year’s  most  alarming  incidents  of  gang  violence 
occurred  on  a Friday  afternoon  in  July  when  six  people  were  shot  (none  fatally), 
as  two  rival  gangs  exchanged  gunfire  at  the  comer  of  22nd  and  Mission.  The 
man  in  the  photo  above  was  arrested  in  connection  with  that  shooting  but  later 
released  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson. 


The  last  tenants  left  in  Bernal  Dwelling  Housing  Project  (above),  worked  on  clear- 
In9™  waV  for  its  demolition  and  reconstruction  as  a livable  units.  This,  along 
with  Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation’s  purchase  of  the  Apollo  Hotel 
and  rehabilitation  of  the  Altamont  Hotel,  means  three  of  the  area's  worst  hellholes 
will  be  gone  in  1997.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


In  May,  publicly  subsidized  non-profit  Innovative  Housing  got  into  a nasty  fight 
with  its  tenants  By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  sprawling,  administration-heavy  or- 
ganization went  bankrupt  and  is  now  closing  up  shop  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


Carnaval  (above,  photo  by  Bruce  Danzig)  remained  the  Mission's  grandest  cel- 
ebration, but  the  cozy  charm  of  events  like  the  16th  Street  Block  Party  (below, 
photo  by  Arthur  Hudson)  was  hard  to  beat. 
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st  April,  New  Mission  News 
reported  on  the  passing  of  Juan  Pifarre, 
editor  of  Horizontes , one  of  the  few  local, 
all  Spanish  newspapers.  Horizontes  was 
founded  in  1983  and  it  was  a newspaper 
very  much  within  the  community’s  reach, 
a community  paper  in  the  service  of  this 
community.  I was  fortunate  to  have  met 
Mr.  Pifarre,  in  fact  I worked  for  him  brief- 
ly. I say  fortunate  because  I can  say,  he 
was  a man  with  ambitious  ideals. 

After  his  death,  Horizontes  destiny 
was  unclear  for  a while,  up  until  a group 
directly  and  indirectly  connected  to  the 
publication  embarked  on  publishing 
Nuevo  Horizontes.  Nuevo  Horizontes  fol- 
lows very  much  the  format  of  Horizontes, 
in  fact  Mr.  Alberto  Maxwell,  the  editor 
was  managing  editor  of  the  previous  pub- 
lication. It  follows  the  same  format  but  it 
definitely  is  not  the  same  paper.  To  the 
disappointment  of  some  and  the  ap- 
proval of  others,  Nuevo  Horizontes  politi- 
cal position  is  far  less  flexible  than  was 
that  of  Horizontes  under  Mr.  Pifarre.  But 
if  you  get  past  the  political  bias,  you 
might  conclude  that  Mr.  Pifarre  would  be 
proud  that  the  seed  he  planted  has 
sprouted  into  a well  written,  well  laid  out, 
culturally  interesting  and  very  informa- 
tive newspaper  (specifically  on  issues 
pertaining  to  Latin  America  and  im- 
migrants). It  is  also  still  very  much  within 
the  community’s  reach. 

I’m  not  so  sure,  though,  that  Mr. 
Pifarre  would  have  approved 
November’s  issue.  In  fact  he’s  either 
turning  over  in  his  grave  or  maybe  he’s 
manipulating  the  whole  thing  from  that 


space  where  we’re  all  destined  to  go  but 
know  nothing  about.  When  Oscar 
Iraheta  of  Nuevo  Horizontes  delivered  a 
stack  to  Chile  Lindo,  my  place  of  busi- 
ness, he  said  a little  anxiously  "This  time 
even  Santa  Claus  got  it." 

Indeed,  the  editorial  denounced 
Thanksgiving  and  Santa  Claus  as  tradi- 
tions that  celebrate  the  colonization  of 
America.  Actually,  Christmas  trees  and 
Santa  Claus  are  only  recently  part  of  the 
Latin  American  tradition  - since  most 
Latin  American  countries  are  well  into 
spring  or  summer  in  December,  Santa 
and  his  sleigh  don’t  make  much  sense;  the 
manger  was  the  tradition  in  these 
Catholic  countries. 

But  the  article  that  brought  debate 
among  Latinos  was  the  one  on  Super- 
visor Jose  Medina  written  by  Mr.  Max- 
well and  Mr.  Carlos  Petroni.  It  is  a 
delicate  subject:  the  tarnishing  of  the 
political  career  of  the  only  newly  elected 
Supervisor  representing  our  community. 

Why  is  it  that  the  moment  the  cheer- 
ing, drinking  and  celebrating  of  an  elec- 
tion victory  is  over,  immediately  up  pops 
an  issue  that  turns  adoration  into  accusa- 
tion. 

Articles  in  the  Bay  Guardian  and 
Nuevo  Horizontes  denounced  Mr. 
Medina  for  resigning  from  the  Police 
Commission  just  before  the  vote  on  a 
controversial  police  brutality  case.  The 
matter  is  serious.  Police  brutality  is  a 
major  problem  in  our  big  cities  and 
California  is  known  to  have  a bad  record 
in  this  respect. 

Chile  Lindo,  where  I spend  many 
hours  running  my  business,  is  on  the 


"Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude" 

5:30 -10:30  pm  Fri.  - Sat.  5:30  - lO  pm  Sun  - Thur 


notorious  corner  of  16th  and  Capp,  I get 
tired  of  the  dealers  and  prostitution,  as 
well  as  the  dramatic  decadence  it  symbol- 
izes but  when  I see  the  way  the  narcs  treat 
and  humiliate  these  young  guys,  1 say: 
"They’re  only  making  bigger  criminals 
out  of  them."  On  the  other  hand,  Mission 
Station  genuinely  wants  to  work  with  this 
community.  I experienced  it  first  hand 
when  organizing  a Chilean  block  party. 
After  I had  gone  through  endless  paper- 
work for  permits  to  block  off  Capp 
Street,  when  7 a.m.  came  around,  I was 
very  upset  at  the  idea  of  people’s  cars 
getting  towed  on  my  account.  Sgt.  Ratti 
went  through  the  trouble  of  contacting 
the  owners  through  their  license  plate 
numbers  and  not  one  of  seven  cars  still 
parked  was  towed.  The  officers  and 
everyone  from  the  station  were  very  good 
to  us. 

Then  I read  about  Mr.  G.  Kristos’ 
case  in  last  month’s  issue  of  this 
newspaper,  (he  was  fined  for  selling  beer 
to  a minor,  a police  decoy  that  handed 
him  a false  I.D.)  I was  very  upset  - Mr. 
Kristos  is  a very  hard  working  family 
man,  I know  him  personally.  I was  par- 
ticularly upset  to  read  that  Officer  Jim 
Ludlow  was  so  hard  on  Mr.  Kristos  since 
my  personal  experience  with  Officer 
Ludlow  in  the  past  had  been  so  positive. 
Times  are  too  hard,  the  small  business 
community  can  barely  survive.  It  gets 
counterproductive  when  you’re  con- 
stantly getting  hit  with  fines,  parking 
tickets,  plus  all  the  permits  and  licenses 
you  have  to  pay  to  run  a business. 


Reaction 

The  November  issue  of  Nuevo 
Horizontes  angered  the  Latino  com- 
munity. The  paper  received  eight  angry 
calls:  seven  in  defense  of  Santa  Claus,  one 
in  defense  of  Supervisor  Medina. 

In  actuality,  the  community  wants  to 


believe  in  Supervisor  Medina  and  con- 
siders him  an  honest  man.  Can  we  afford 
to  support  him,  can  we  afford  not  to?  If 
we  don’t  support  him,  does  he  have  a 
choice  but  to  turn  to  those  who  will? 
Personally,  I say  let  the  man  show  us  what 
he  can  do.  let’s  move  on. 

Meanwhile  I was  concerned  Ms.  Ra- 
quel  Medina  executive  director  of 
MEDA  (Mission  Economic  Develop- 
ment Association),  wife  of  Supervisor 
Medina  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
me  since  I’m  married  to  Mr.  Dennis  Max- 
well, son  of  Mr.  Alberto  Maxwell.  But  I 
ran  into  her  and  her  husband  at  the 
Pacific  News  Service  Christmas  party  and 
she  was  very  gracious. 

Radio  X 

At  the  party  I picked  up  a copy  of  a 
publication  called  Yo  (Y outh  Outreach). 
In  it  there  was  an  ad  for  Radio  X 102.5. 
they’re  on  the  air  every  night  from  6 p.m. 
to  10  p.m.  Did  I mention  they’re  "un  radio 
pirata".  I’m  proud  to  say  that  one  of 
Radio  X DJ’s,  "Mascarita",  stopped  by 
Chile  Lindo  and  then  mentioned  our 
place  on  the  air.  (I  wonder  if  I can  include 
this  as  publicity  in  my  business  plan?) 
They  are  unlicensed.  Finally!  Something 
unlicensed,  free,  uncensored.  Check 
them  out! 

By  the  way,  I wasn’t  invited  to  the 
Pacific  News  Service  because  I’m  all  of  a 
sudden,  a great  writer.  I was  there  be- 
cause we  catered  the  event. 

Feliz  Afio  Nuevo!!!  May  you  not  get 
as  many  traffic  tickets  in  the  New  Year, 
may  you  turn  in  your  movie  rental  on 
time,  may  you  not  get  evicted  and  may  the 
U.S.  embargo  on  Cuba  end.  Fidel  Castro 
is  not  going  anywhere,  not  out  of  his 
commitment  to  communism  but  ’cause 
Castro  is  tin  tlpico  Gallego". 

Paula  Tejeda 


Gourmet  Tapas  & Paella 


Paella  catering 
Live  music  Wednesdays 

(41S)  SS2  3889  • 3228  16th  st.  San  Francisco,  CA  94103  • (between  Gerrero  & Dolores) 


HARRINGTON  BROS 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old,  Like  New  & Antique 


10  a.m.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accented 
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Seeing  the  Elephant 

by  Lisa  Milos  1 


Mirando  el  Elefante 

por  Lisa  Milos 


The  New  Year  is  always  a time  to  re- 
flect. It  affords  us  a brief  period  to  look  back 
and  ahead  at  the  same  time.  I ask  myself: 
Why  do  we  wait  a whole  year  to  do  this 
when  it's  the  decisions  that  we  make  (or 
don't  make)  every  day  that  affect  our  fu- 
ture? 

Here,  1 want  to  create  a space  to  reflect 
on  themes  ranging  from  the  personal  to  is- 
sues about  our  community  (or  vice  versa). 

It's  very  easy  to  fall  into  the  trap  of  par- 
tial solutions.  On  the  one  hand,  there  are 
those  that  are  always  offering  solutions 
against  or  in  favor  of  something.  On  the 
other,  there  are  those  that  don't  give  a damn 
one  way  or  another  (or  deny  the  existence 
of  the  problem). 

Like  the  story  of  the  nine  blind  men  and 
the  elephant:  each  of  them  touching  only 
one  part  of  the  animal,  yet  each  insisting 
that  the  elephant  was  only  how  they  imag- 
ined it  to  be.  (There  was  another  blind  man 
who  didn’t  even  want  to  touch  the  elephant 
saying  “ What  elephant?  No  elephant  is 
going  to  touch  me!”) 

It’s  this  group  of  people  whom  I will 
write  about  today.  I also  am  one  of  them.  If 
the  shoe  fits. . . 

If  we  smoke  cigarettes,  why  do  we  pre- 
sume that  only  other  smokers  will  get  can- 
cer? 

Those  that  have  sex  without  using 
condoms,  why  do  they  presume  that  only 
other  people  will  get  AIDS? 

Those  parents  that  don’t  help  their  chil- 
dren develop  good  study  habits  or  don’t 
participate  in  their  schools,  how  do  they 
think  they  will  get  a good  education? 

Those  parents  that  don’t  take  the  time 
to  talk  to  their  children  when  they  are  little 
about  life,  why  do  they  think  that  these 
children  won’t  look  somewhere  else  for 
answers? 

If  a coworker  gets  fired  unfairly  or  a fam- 
ily gets  evicted  from  their  home,  why  do 


we  presume  that  we  won’t  be  next  in  line? 

Those  that  justify  police  brutality  against 
another  human  being,  why  do  we  suppose 
that  the  next  victim  won’t  be  us? 

Those  that  are  comforted  by  their  legal 
status  (as  citizen  or  legal  inmigrant)  in  re- 
sponse to  these  anti  immigrant  attacks,  why 
do  you  feel  so  safe?  Weren’t  the  arsons 
committed  against  black  churches  across 
the  country  committed  against  citizens  of 
this  country? 

Those  that  are  undocumented  and  are 
calmed  by  the  promise  of  justice  through 
the  courts,  why  do  you  presume  that  others 
will  solve  this  problem? 

Those  that  depend  on  the  ‘'generosity" 
of  the  non  profits,  why  do  you  presume  that 
the  vast  majority  of  these  would  be  willing 
to  risk  their  funding  (or  their  salaries)  to 
defend  your  rights?  Just  because  they  have 
told  you  not  to  worry? 

Of  the  few  organizations  and  people  that 
would  be  willing  to  risk  this  to  "do  the  right 
thing”,  how  many  of  the  people  directly 
benefitting  from  this  position  will  be 
present  to  provide  support  to  these  organi- 
zations? 

It’s  clear  that  we  need  to  find  a way  out 
of  these  problems.  What’s  not  clear  is  how. 

If  the  nine  blind  men  were  to  get  together 
and  "draw”  the  elephant,  I wonder...  What 
kind  of  animal  would  it  be? 


A note  to  those  who  may  be  interested: 
ALAS  (Alternatives  for  Latinas  in  Self  Suf- 
ficiency) will  hold  its  first  orientation  of 
1997  on  Thursday,  January  9 from  6 to  7 
p.m.  ALAS  offers  business  courses  in  Span- 
ish to  help  Latina  women  open  up  their  own 
businesses  or  to  better  manage  the  business 
that  they  have.  If  you  know  someone  that 
may  be  interested  in  coming  to  the  orienta- 
tion pass  the  word  along.  ALAS  is  located 
at  1 398  Valencia  Street  on  the  comer  of  25th 
Street.  Call  (415)  826-5090  for  more  info. 


EYE  $29 

EXAM 

COMPLETE 

(Includes  Glaucoma  and  Cataract  Tests) 


$25  OFF 

Eye  glasses  or 
Contact  Lenses 

Present  at  time  of  ordering 


Dr.  Purewal  (optometrist)  648-2777 

3130  - 24th  Street  (Between  Shotwell  & Folsom) 

BEST  VALUE  IN  THE  MISSION 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  evety  day  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  97 4-8980 


You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-820. 


El  nuevo  aflo  siempre  da  motivos  para 
reflexionar,  nos  brinda  un  breve  espacio 
para  mirar  hacia  alriis  y para  adelante  al 
mismo  tiempo. 

Me  pregunto.  <,Porqu6  habrfamos  de 
esperar  todo  un  ado  para  hacerlo,  si  son  las 
decisiones  que  tomamos  (o  las  que  no  to- 
mamos)  cada  dfa  que  nos  afecta  el  porve- 
nir? 

Aquf  quiero  crear  un  lugar  para  la  re- 
flexidn  que  abarcarii  desde  lo  personal  ha- 
cia temas  acerca  de  nuestra  comunidad  (o 
vice  versa). 

Es  muy  f2cil  caer  en  la  trampa  de  ofre- 
cer  prescripciones  parciales.  Por  un  lado 
siempre  est4n  los  que  ofrecen  soluciones 
en  pro  o en  contra  de  algo,  y por  otro  est£n 
los  que  no  les  importa  un  comino  (o  nie- 
gan  la  existencia  del  problema). 

Como  en  el  cuento  de  los  nueve  ciegos: 
cada  uno  de  ellos  tocaba  sdlo  una  parte  del 
elefante.  Uno,  las  orejas,  otro  la  cola,  otro 
mis,  los  pies  y cada  uno  de  ellos  afirma- 
ban  fervorosamente  que  el  elefante  era  s61o 
como  cada  quidn  lo  imaginaba.  (Existfa  otro 
m3s,  que  se  negaba  siquiera  “tocar”  el  ele- 
fante, reclamando  “<,De  qu6  elefante  estin 
hablando?  A mf  no  me  va  a tocar  ningun 
elefante!’’) 

Es  a este  grupo  de  personas  al  que  me 
dirigird  al  principio.  Yo  tambidn  soy  parte 
de  6ste.  Veremos  si  el  zapato  no  les  calza. 

^Si  fumamos  cigarrillos,  porquS  supo- 
nemos  que  es  a otro  fumador  a quidn  le  darii 
el  dicer? 

<,Los  que  tienen  relaciones  sexuales  sin 
preservatives,  porqu6  suponen  que  es  otro 
quien  se  contagiarii  con  SIDA? 

^Los  que  no  ayudan  a sus  hijos  a crear 
un  habito  de  estudio,  o no  participan  en  la 
escuela  de  sus  hijos,  c6mo  creen  que  van  a 
recibir  una  buena  educacidn? 

^Los  que  no  toman  el  tiempo  para  ha- 
blar  con  sus  hijos  desde  pequeflo  sobre  la 
vida,  porqu6  suponen  que  ellos  no  busca- 
r£n  respuestas  por  otro  lado? 

i,Si  despiden  injustamente  a un  compa- 
flero  de  trabajo  o desalojan  a una  familia 
entera  de  su  hogar,  qud  nos  hace  suponer 


que  uno  no  serS  el  siguienle? 

<,Los  que  justifican  la  brutalidad  poli- 
cfaca  contra  un  ser  humane,  porqu£  supo- 
nen que  la  prdxiina  vfetima  no  serii  uno 
mismo? 

<,Los  que  se  regoeijan  dc  su  status  legal 
(ciudadanos  e inmigrantes  legales)  frente 
a los  ataques  anti-inmigrantes  porqud  su- 
ponen que  est4n  a salvos?  <-,Acaso  los  in- 
cendios  provocados  a travds  de  todo  el  pais 
contra  las  iglesias  de  los  negros  no  fueron 
cometidos  en  contra  de  ciudadanos? 

i,Los  que  no  est&i  documenlados  y se 
apaciguan  con  promesas  de  justicia  por 
inedio  de  las  cortes,  porqu6  suponen  que 
otros  le  solucionar&n  el  problema? 

i,Los  que  dependen  de  la  "bondad”  dc 
las  organizaciones  no  lucrativas.  porqud 
suponen  que  la  gran  mayoria  de  6stas  van 
a arriesgar  sus  fondos  (y  sueldos)  para  de- 
fender sus  derechos?  *,Porqu6  le  han  dicho 
que  no  se  preocupen? 

<,Y  de  las  pocas  organizaciones  que 
arriesgariin  sus  fondos,  qui6nes  de  los  afec- 
tados  estariin  presentes  para  respaldarlas? 

Est£  claro  que  tenemos  que  buscarle  sa- 
lidas  a estos  problemas.  Lo  que  no  est4  claro 
es  edmo  hacerlo. 

<,Si  los  nueve  ciegos  se  reunieran  para 
dibujar  un  elefante  en  conjunto,  qu6  lipo 
de  animal  saldria? 


Una  nota  para  las  interesadas:  ALAS 
(Alternativas  para  Latinas  en  AutoSu- 
ficiencia)  tendril  la  primera  orientacidn  del 
aflo  1997  el  jueves,  9 de  enero  de  6 a 7 de 
la  tarde.  Si  est4  interesada  en  ver  qu6  posi- 
bilidades  existen  para  comenzar  un  peque- 
flo negocio,  o si  ya  tiene  un  negocio  venga 
a esta  orientacidn  gratuita.  ALAS  ofrece 
cursos  y semi-narios  en  espaflol  que  pre- 
paran  a las  mu-jeres  latinas  para  que  pue- 
dan  tener  y/o  mantener  sus  propios  nego- 
cios.  Tambi6n  ofrece  prgstamos  comercia- 
les. 

ALAS  est4  en  el  numero  1398  de  la  ca- 
lle  Valencia,  esquina  con  la  calle  25.  Puede 
llamar  al  (415)  826-5090  para  in£s  infor- 
macidn. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

611  Florida  Street  (near  18th  St.)  • SF.  CA  94110 

(415)  285-8588 


VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 


Love  your  I fW?  Wanna  keep  it  alive ? 
We  offer  you  three  possibilities 

• Our  VW  department  is  manned  by  two  mechanics  with  a 
combined  total  of  70  years  of  VW  repair  experience. 


• We  offer  a unique  service  with  our  do  it  yourself"  plan. 
Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to  work,  the  tools 
you  need,  and  the  technical  advice  to  get  the  job  done. 


• We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes: 

► A VW  class  specifically  for  learning  about  your  air-cooled  VW 

► Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  for  men  and  women 

You  can  see  that  we  have  all  bases  covered. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  assist  you  in  any  ot  the  directions  you  choose. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 

Open  7 days  a week 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
Al/TO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 


$10  OFF 

SMOG  INSPECTION 


FREE  BRAKE  AND 
SAFETY  INSPECTION 
($22  value) 


$10  OFF 

OIL  CHANGE 
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Hazahez:  Beyond  the  Falafel 

New  Mediterranean  Restaurant  Has  a Lot  to  Offer 


by  Kurt  Bier 

Like  the  boom  towns  of  the  Old 
West,  the  Mission  District  is  experienc- 
ing phenomenal  economic  growth  as  ad- 
venturers from  around  town  descend 
upon  it  in  droves  to  mine  its  cultural 
riches  and  drink  in  its  overflowing  "vibe." 
Along  Valencia  Street,  sidewalk  traffic 
on  weekend  nights  comes  to  a standstill 
every  ten  feet  as  hungry  folk  fresh  from 
the  Financial  range  stop  to  look  lustily  at 
menus  propped  in  windows. 

16th  Street  remains  a backwater  to 
Valencia’s  cosmopolitan  neon,  but  here, 
too,  ramshackle  store  fronts  are  suddenly 
covered  in  brown  paper  and  two  months 
later  out  struts  a colorful  new  eatery. 
Hazahez,  a new  Mediterranean  res- 
taurant, is  the  latest  metamorphosis, 
turning  the  site  formerly  occupied  by  the 
decrepit  Sincere  Cafe  into  a clean,  oddly 
colorful  but  eminently  inviting  lunch  and 
dinner  spot. 

Hazahez,  which  opened  in  early 
November,  encroaches  on  a niche  neatly 
carved  out  by  Truly  Mediterranean  as  the 
source  of  all  that  is  good  about  falafel  in 
the  Mission.  But  during  a recent  visit,  this 
reviewer  found  that  Hazahez  is  more 
than  just  another  falafel  joint,  and  that 
owners  Salem  Tannous  and  Saleh 
Habasb  hope  to  make  friends  more  than 
they  hope  to  make  money  during  their 
tenure  on  the  16th  Street  Strip. 

The  sign  above  the  door,  the  menu 
and  Salem  himself  proclaim, 
"Charbroiled  chicken  is  our  specialty." 
Taking  them  up  on  their  challenge,  I or- 
dered the  Jaj  Meshwi  ($8.25),  a whole, 
charbroiled  spring  chicken  marinated  in 
a mustard,  curry,  lemon  and  garlic  sauce 
served  with  grilled  vegetables  and  rice, 
and  the  obligatory  but  tasty  Super  Falafel 
($3.50). 

During  a somewhat  lengthy  wait  — 


"We  make  everything  fresh  on  Sunday," 
Salem  explained  - I took  a gander  at  the 
surroundings  from  my  perch  at  the  bar 
along  the  front  window.  The  rectangular 
space  is  overwhelmingly  white  with  ex- 
tremely colorful  accents  (note  the  spin- 
ning disco  globe  and  fake  traffic  light  on 
the  counter),  and  Mediterranean  music 
further  enlivens  the  scene.  Give  these 
whimsical  decorators  a few  months  and 
Hazahez  will  rival  Boogaloo  or  Rondalla 
for  outlandish  decor. 

The  more  than  ample  portion  of 
chicken,  rice,  vegetables  and  pita  bread 
arrived  courtesy  of  Salem  and  a young 
helper;  Hazahez  is  nothing  if  not  a fami- 
ly-run business.  The  tender  and  juicy 
meat  pulled  away  easily  from  the  bone,  as 
did  the  crisp,  flavorful  skin.  The 
marinade  was  light  yet  poignant,  and 
each  bite  started  sweet  as  flavor  oozed 
from  the  caramelized  exterior,  building 
up  to  a tangy  and  spicy  flourish  before 
mellowing  into  a savory  curry.  The  rice 
served  its  purpose;  the  occasional  pine 
nut  surprised  and  delighted.  The 
vegetables  were  grilled  to  moist  perfec- 
tion. 

The  Super  Falafel  was  more  than  just 
good  owing  to  the  deeply  spiced  falafel 
and  equally  robust  humus.  Each  bite  was 
a symphony  of  tastes,  deftly  avoiding  the 
flavor  malaise  that  too  often  brings  to  a 
halt  my  enjoyment  of  burritos  halfway 
through  them.  I topped  off  the  meal  with 
a portion  of  Helba,  a flat  desert  cake 
made  from  corn  meal  and  honey  which 
takes  a step  back  from  baklava’s  richness 
but  still  satisfied  my  craving  for  a sweet 
little  something. 

Other  offerings  include  shawermas 
and  kabobs  (lamb  or  chicken);  variations 
of  charbroiled  chicken,  eggplant  and 
Mediterranean  burgers;  and  combina- 
tion plates,  mixing  and  matching  humus, 
tabuleh,  dolmas  and  falafel.  They  also 


MISSION  AREA  FEDERAL 
CREDIT  UNION 
(415)431-2268 


Check  out  our  very  own  ~ new  ATM  machine 
located  at  the  new  Rainbow  Grocery  Store  at 
1745  Folsom  Street,  corner  of  13th  Street. 
This  deposit  taking  machine  is  available  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  seven  days  a week!!! 


Hazahez  has  big  portions.  Photo  by  Nancy  Opitz 


have  a daily  soup  special,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  Lentil  when  I visited  and 
from  the  sampler  I received  (Salem 
makes  it  a point  to  give  most  patrons  a 
free  nibble  of  humus  or  soup),  successful- 
ly swayed  from  tradition  with  the  addi- 
tion of  curry  and  vinegar.  The  entire 
menu  has  a Lebanese  spin,  owing  to  the 
owners’  heritage  and  the  cook’s  35  years 
of  experience  cooking  Lebanese  food. 

Salem  moved  to  San  Francisco  three 
and  a half  years  ago  and  opened  Hazahez 
on  the  strength  of  a thriving  jewelry  busi- 
ness. But,  according  to  Salem,  this  res- 
taurant is  not  about  making  money. 

"I  am  looking  to  the  future:  not  to 
today,  not  to  making  money  but  to  having 
a great  restaurant,"  he  commented.  "I  am 
here  from  9 a.m.  to  12  p.m.  everyday  and 


while  everybody  has  a different  way,  I 
want  to  be  friends  with  everyone;  that’s 
my  way." 

In  an  effort  to  drum  up  business, 
Salem  has  sent  platters  of  charbroiled 
chicken  to  a number  of  businesses  in  the 
area,  including  the  Mission  Police  Sta- 
tion and  Bank  of  America.  So  far,  the 
response  has  been  good.  So  if  someone 
shows  up  at  your  doorstep  bearing 
broiled  birds,  don’t  be  wary,  it’s  just 
Salem  making  friends. 

Hazahez  is  located  at  3083  16th  St. 
@Valencia  and  open  weekdays  11  to  11 
and  11  a.m.  to  12  p.m.  on  weekends.  Call 
621-4189. 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 

Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 


Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 
deserve  the  best? 


* Cognitive  Skill  Development 

* Developmental  Approach 

* Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 


This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion, 

preference,  or  handicap. 


• Multicultural  Population 
* Family  Involvement 
• Affordable  Tuition 
national  origin,  sexual 


FRIDA'S 
PIZZA 

2823  MISSION  ST. 
IORDERS:  920-0899 


PASTA  AND  PRAWNS: 


FRESH  ROCK  PRAWNS.  SAUTEED 
WITH  GARLIC  AND  ONION.  WITH 
TOMATO-BASIL  MARMARA  SAUCE, 
VEGATABLES  AND  PASTA.  $5.50 


THREE  TOPPING 

20  INCH  DIAMETER 

<MASSIVE> 
PIZZA:  $9.99™ 


COUPON 
EXP  1,15 


PESTO  PIZZAS  WITH  SPINACH.  | 
BASIL,  OMONS.  Ah©  PANELA 
I CHEESE.  LASAGNA.  CHCKENl 
[Ah©  EGGPLANT  PARMAGIANAl 
[SALADS  Ah©  DAILY  SPECIALS! 


Come  Visit  the  New  Location  of 


ftlike's  Kitchen 


TU  Finest  Food Food  in  the  City 


401  Valencia  St.  _ «■ 

(Comer  of  Valencia  & 1 5th)  626"3397 


• Snappers/Prawns/Oysters 

• Louisiana  Style  Gumbo 

• Fried  Chicken 

• Greens 

• Peach  Cobblers 

• Sweet  Potato  Pies 
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The  Codices  of  Ernesto  Hernandez 


A he  paintings  of  Ernesto  I.  Her- 
nandez Olmos  incorporate  both  the  style 
and  densely  symbolic  content  of  the  Pre- 
Columbian  Mexican  and  Central 
American  codex,  a New  World  il- 
luminated manuscript.  Hemadez  says 
his  aim  is  "to  translate  indigenous 
philosophy  and  legend  into  paintings." 
While  a number  of  Latino  artists  make 
use  of  Aztec  or  Maya  motifs,  only  a few 
such  as  Hernandez,  a native  of  Oaxaca, 
Mexico,  have  created  a body  of  work  that 
is  not  simply  influenced  by  indigenous  art 
but  is  a direct  continuation  it.  In  a time 
of  rapid  urbanization  and  global 
homogenization,  the  work  of  Hernandez 
also  represents,  as  is  his  intention,  an 
important  aspect  of  the  struggle  for  cul- 
tural survival. 

While  a full  appreciation  of  the  sym- 
bolism and  mythological  significance  of 
these  paintings  may  be  demanding  to 
those  without  an  extensive  background 
in  the  world  views  of  ancient  American 
cultures,  the  work  of  Hernandez  (done 
on  richly  textured  pulverized  amate 
bark),  is  filled  with  powerful,  brilliantly 
colored  images  and  can  be  immediately 
understood  as  a dynamic  representation 
of  a living  tradition. 

Of  course,  peeling  through  the  intri- 
cate layers  of  meaning  the  artist  has  im- 
posed on  each  piece  gives  an  increasing 
insight  into  that  tradition  and  is  also  a lot 
of  fun.  In  the  painting  on  this  page,  the 
tumescent  creature  at  the  bottom  is  a bat 
found  in  the  Oaxaca  area  that  fertilizes 
plants,  much  in  the  way  bees  do.  The  bat, 
a symbol  of  the  elements  of  the  earth,  has 
impregnated  the  goddess  who  hovers 
above  him;  the  pendant-like  objects  dan- 
gling from  his  wings  are  the  virginity  of 
the  goddess  that  he  has  taken.  The  god- 
dess is  giving  birth  to  the  new  corn  god 
and  from  his  mouth  comes  the  symbol  for 
human  speech.  The  legs  and  pelvis  of  the 
goddess  form  a butterfly,  referring  to  the 
belief  that  the  soul  of  a woman  who  dies 
in  childbirth  turns  into  a butterfly.  Such 
a woman  is  also  admitted  to  that  part  of 
heaven  reserved  for  warriors. 

Another  of  his  works  appears,  at  first 
glance,  to  be  merely  a slightly  stylized 
version  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  but  Mary 
wears  a belt  made  of  entwined  rattle- 
snakes and  her  hands  are  those  of  the 
fearful  Aztec  goddess  Coatlicue  who  is 


depicted  in  a well  known  statue  wearing 
such  a belt  from  which  human  hands  are 
suspended.  What  might  be  viewed  as  the 
artist’s  whimsy  could  draw  some  fire  from 
conservative  Catholics,  but  the  point 
being  made  here  --  in  a very  concise  and 
intriguing  way  - is  a well  established  one: 
that  indigenous  religions  survived  by 
clothing  themselves  in  the  garb  of  the 
conquerors’  faith. 

Hernandez  is  also  an  accomplished 
sculptor  and  engraver,  but  he  seems  most 
enthusiastic  about  his  Day  of  the  Dead 
altars.  In  Oaxaca,  he  has  more  than  once 
won  first  place  in  a city  competition 
where  people  create  elaborate  altars  for 
the  dead  in  their  homes.  This  year,  when 
the  competition  was  held  in  a local 
cemetery  to  make  it  more  accessible  to 
tourists,  Hernandez  declined  to  par- 
ticipate. He  sees  his  work  as  taking  on  an 
educational  and  cultural  consciousness 
role  as  did  the  codices  of  old.  "I  hope 
when  people  see  these  paintings  they 
realize  there  s a lot  to  learn  about  them- 
selves." He  is  disappointed  that  few  of  his 
contemporaries  have  joined  the  in- 
digenous school,  but  have  instead  gone 
"commercial."  (In  Mexico  today,  com- 
mercial refers  to  - among  other  things  - 
a radical  chic  pop  that  caters  to  the 
country’s  enduring  fascination  with  the 
Zapatistas,  or  more  accurately,  the 
Zapatista  look.  Subcomandante  Marcos 
condoms  are  the  gooofiest  examples  of 
the  Zap  Pop  phenomenon.) 

The  other  major  interest  that  excites 
Hernandez  is  his  band  "Xaguia",  which 
plays  experimental  music  with  pre- 
Hispanic  instruments.  Unfortunately, 
Hernandez  (now  San  Francisco  on  his 
first  visit  to  the  United  States)  was  un- 
able to  bring  neither  his  band  nor  his 
wonderful  altars  with  him  on  this  trip. 

However,  fifteen  of  his  paintings  will 
be  part  of  Balazo  Gallery’s  Arts  of  the 
America’s  exhibition  which  also  features 
sculptor  Rene  Duran  from  El  Salvador, 
painters  Juan  Soto  and  Luis  Valverde 
from  Peru  and  painter  Radha  Gallup 
from  the  United  States.  The  show  runs 
January  13  through  February  16.  An 
opening  reception  for  the  artists  will  be 
held  on  January  17  from  6 to  9 p.m.. 
Balazo  Gallery  is  located  at  2811  Mission 
Street  at  24th.  Call  920-0897. 

Victor  Miller 


XPCSED 

eIj 

photographic  services 

Custom  Black  & White  Photoflnlshlng 

i i 

425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  SAN  FRANCISCOCA.  94  1 03 

FAX  (415)  487-9997 

- - 

AVA# & _ 


Lunch 

31 20  16ttl  St  • 41 5/431  -4089 
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Willie  Brown  Strikes  Out  With  Tenants 


Opinion  by  Randy  Shaw 

There  is  an  entrenched  hypocrisy 
in  San  Francisco.  It  is  usually  submerged 
beneath  unanimous  Board  of  Super- 
visors resolutions  condemning  Klan 
violence  in  Mississippi  or  sweatshops  in 
Malaysia.  It  only  emerges  when  the  op- 
ponents of  social  and  economic  reform 
are  also  heavy  contributors  to  the  elec- 
tion campaigns  of  local  politicians.  It  is 
then  that  local  politicians  suddenly  find 
that  reforms  require  further  study.  It  is 
then  that  discussion  of  social  and 
economic  inequality,  unfairness  and  in- 
justice, and  of  the  growing  disparity  be- 
tween rich  and  poor,  suddenly  becomes 
inapplicable  to  San  Francisco  life. 

San  Francisco  politicians  hate  debat- 
ing rent  control.  It  forces  them  to  choose 
between  their  carefully  crafted  progres- 
sive image  and  their  desire  to  receive 
campaign  funds  from  real  estate  inter- 
ests. 

The  cleverest  politicians  resolve  this 
conflict  by  taking  pro-tenant  positions 
during  election  campaigns  in  order  to 
win  votes,  and  then  doing  the  bare  mini- 
mum to  implement  reforms  once  elected. 
The  popularity  of  this  strategy  explains 
why  the  only  strengthening  of  rent  con- 
trol since  1982  has  been  through  ballot 
initiatives,  despite  the  steady  election  of 
self-professed  pro-tenant  supervisors 
and  mayors. 


During  his  mayoral  campaign,  Willie 
Brown  vowed  to  break  the  legislative 
obstacles  to  stronger  rent  control.  Brown 
assured  tenants  that  he  possessed  the 
leadership  and  commitment  to  imple- 
ment the  tenant  agenda.  To  prove  his 
point,  and  to  counter  an  acknowledged 
thirty-year  history  of  ignoring  tenant 
concerns,  candidate  Brown  mailed  a 
"Tenants  Bill  of  Rights"  to  over  100,000 
households.  Brown  promised  to  imple- 
ment the  ten  reforms  included  in  his 
mailer. 

Topping  Brown’s  "Tenants  Bill  of 
Rights"  was  a promise  to  "strengthen 
tenant  protections  against  illegal  evic- 
tions and  mitigate  tenant  hardship  from 
legal  owner  move-in  evictions."  Tenants 
met  with  Brown  after  his  election  and  he 
advised  giving  sponsorship  of  the  owner 
move-in  legislation  to  his  political  ap- 
pointee and  prot£g6,  Supervisor  Michael 
Yaki.  On  June  17, 1996,  Yaki  held  a press 
conference  announcing  that  he  and  four 
co-sponsors  (Supervisors  Ammiano, 
Katz,  Teng,  and  Bierman)  were  introduc- 
ing the  eviction  protection  legislation. 

Within  a week,  however,  Yaki  heard 
from  real  estate  interests  that  he  could 
forget  about  campaign  donations  if  he 
allowed  his  legislation  to  pass.  Yaki 
decided  to  stall  the  legislation  and 
privately  assured  landlords  that  he  would 
kill  it.  Yaki  delayed  action,  despite  being 
informed  that  by  announcing  the 
measure  he  had  set  off  a rush  to  evict 


long-term,  elderly  tenants  before  the 
proposal  was  enacted.  The  rest,  as  they 
say,  is  history. 

Yaki’s  obsession  with  obtaining  real 
estate  money  led  the  mayor  to  put  Yaki’s 
interests  ahead  of  the  tenants  whose  sup- 
port he  had  actively  courted  when  run- 
ning for  mayor.  When  tenant  leaders 
complained  to  the  mayor  that  Yaki  was 
stalling  the  legislation,  Brown  promised 
board  approval  prior  to  the  election.  But 
Brown  canceled  the  planned  September 
26  committee  hearing  as  the  agenda  was 
going  to  the  printer.  The  mayor  directly 
intervened  to  prevent  a pre-election  vote 
that  would  have  resulted  in  the  passage 
of  legislation  that  would  have  protected 
seniors  from  eviction  from  their 
longtime  homes. 

During  the  meeting  reported  in  Oc- 
tober 21st  edition  of  The  New  Yorker, 
tenants  told  Brown  that  it  would  be  more 
difficult  to  pass  the  legislation  after  the 
election.  Brown  disagreed.  When  Yaki, 
Katz,  and  Teng  broke  their  commitments 
and  became  the  deciding  votes  killing  the 
eviction  protection  measure  on  Decem- 
ber 9,  Brown’s  strategy  in  delaying  the 
legislation  was  laid  bare  for  all  to  see. 
After  donning  a pro-tenant  mantle  for 
his  campaign  and  then  appointing  a 
strong  Rent  Board,  Brown  apparently 
decided  that  real  estate  contributions 
were  more  important  than  tenant  sup- 
port. After  all,  real  estate  money  could 
fund  mailings  convincing  tenants  that 


Brown  and  his  political  allies  had  fought 
hard  for  tenants’  rights.  Brown  has  im- 
plied that  tenants  are  an  easily  manipu- 
lated constituency  whose  views  can  be 
molded  by  crafty  politicians  like  himself. 

The  storm  of  controversy  that  sur- 
rounded Brown’s  broken  promise  to 
enact  owner  move-in  legislation  and  the 
surprisingly  sharp  criticism  of  Brown’s 
betrayal  in  the  Chronicle  and  Examiner, 
shows  that  tenants  are  smarter  than 
Brown  thinks.  When  your  friend  is 
evicted  from  her  home  of  thirty  years  so 
that  a relative  of  the  owner  can  move  in 
for  twelve  months,  do  not  blame  the 
Republican  Party,  Newt  Gingrich,  or  the 
Christian  Coalition.  The  killing  of  evic- 
tion protection  legislation  was  a local 
job.  The  assailants  were  Democrats, 
moving  in  lockstep  with  President  Clin- 
ton to  snuff  out  social  and  economic 
reform  wherever  it  may  occur.  The 
mayor’s  betrayal  of  seniors  and  tenants  is 
a test;  how  progressive  forces  respond 
will  determine  our  political  future. 

Randy  Shaw  is  the  Director  of  the 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  and  author  of 
The  Activist’s  Handbook : A Primer  for  the 
1990’s  and  Beyond  (University  of  Califor- 
nia Press,  1996).  For  weekly  columns  on 
social  change  strategies,  visit  his  ". Ask  the 
Activist " website  at:  www.igc.apc.org/ac- 
tivist. 


Where  on  earth  am  I going  to  put  this  stuff? 

Storage  Land 

1855  Mission  St.  Between  14th  St  15th  St. 
FREE  first  month's  rent. 

Bring  this  coupon  for  a FREE  padlock  with  rental. 
415-252-9821 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

S4795 


CLUTCH 

Special  from  . 

$1 7195  1 

Call  for  your  quote. 

Guaranteed 

3 yr., 2 0,000  miles  on  parts 

1 yr 12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 
New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 

Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th)  * 

43  1-3500  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Must  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  warranty  details.  'Most  cars  and  light  trucks. 'Metallic 
pads  extra.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  required  to  complete  the  repair  properly.  Cost  may  be 
substantial.  We  provide  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 


Front  or  rear 
Pads  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

' I . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


SMOG  INSPECTION 

$1 5®s:-' 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  (ha 


ours  by  S2.00 


FREE  RETEST  WHILE  U-WAIT 
WHEN_WORK_l  SDON^HER  E_ 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER  1 

AQC  • Up  to  5 quarts  | 

* | • Replace  Oil  Filter 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 

tune”upV  service 

$^-T95  47.95  6 cyl. 

3 / 4 crt^^S73SScy\. 


1 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


Open  Monday  - Saturday  9-5 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron.  R.D.H. 
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Smart 


Close  the  Recycling  Loop: 

Choose  recycled  packaging:  steel, 
aluminum  & glass. 

Look  for  "Made  with  Recycled  Content"  on 
products  & packaging. 

Reduce  Waste: 

1 Choose  less  packaging. 

• Reuse  bags,  containers  and  products. 

DID  YOU  KNOW...  you  can  save  up 
to  65%  by  choosing  products  with 
less  packaging. 


Look  for  the  Shop  Smart  Campaign  in  your 
local  supermarket  Jan.  13th  - Feb.  28th. 

For  more  information  call  554-RECYCLE. 

Sponsored  by  Bay  Area  cities  and  counties,  the  California  Department  of 
Conservation,  the  Steel  Recycling  Institute  and  Pacific  Bell  Directory. 


on  Recycling  „ 


This  Year,  Recycle  Your  Tree  at  the  Curb. 

Curbside:  Your  first  recycling  day  after  January  5th,  by  6 a.m. 

Apartments  & Businesses:  Your  street's  first 
residential  recycling  day  after  January  5th,  by  6 a.m. 

Just  place  yoijr  tree  out  on  the  curb. 

• Trees  only!  No  bases  (metal  or  plastic), 
ornaments,  tinsel,  painted  or  flocked  trees. 

Do  not  put  your  tree  in  a plastic  bag. 

• Trees  on  the  curb  on  other  days  will 
become  trash. 

• If  you  need  to  recycle  your  tree  before 
or  after y our  designated  TreeCycling 
day,  or  for  more  information,  call  the 
San  Francisco  Recycling  Program 
Hotline  at  554-RECYCLE. 


►a/ 


■ 
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San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS  JANUARY  1997  PAGE  19 


Da 

Column 

by  Willie  L.  Brown  Jr. 

The  City  Hits 
A Home  Run 


I’m  happy  to  report  that  shortly 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Giants  and  the  City  stepped  up  to 
the  plate  together,  and  knocked  one  out 
of  the  park. 

With  the  advent  of  a new  lease  agree- 
ment, we  took  a major  step  toward  build- 
ing a state-of-the-art  baseball  facility 
near  downtown  San  Francisco,  and  as  we 
begin  this  New  Year  with  renewed  vigor 
and  optimism,  I’m  confident  that  we’ll  be 
breaking  ground  on  Pacific  Bell  Park  by 
this  fall. 

After  months  of  negotiations,  the 
Giants  leadership  and  I presented  a plan 
to  the  Board  of  supervisors  which  out- 
lines the  terms  for  a lease  of  a 12  1/2-acre 
site  in  China  Basin  for  the  development 


of  a new  Giants  ballpark. 

The  two  most  exciting  facets  of  this 
agreement  are  that  the  Giants  agree  to 
remain  in  San  Francisco  for  at  least  23 
seasons  (with  likelihood  of  staying  much, 
much  longer),  and  that  the  Giants  will 
pay  the  City  market-rate  rents  for  the 
Port  land  the  ballpark  will  occupy,  start- 
ing at  $1.2  million  per  year  (more  than 
four  times  what  the  city’s  receiving  in 
rent  now). 

The  proposed  lease  agreement  is  fully 
consistent  with  Proposition  B,  the 
ballpark  initiative  passed  overwhelming- 
ly by  voters  last  March.  And  it  highlights 
one  of  the  best  deals  the  City  has  ever 
made,  as  the  Giants  build  the  first 
privately  financed  ballpark  since  Dodger 
Stadium  was  built  in  1962.  Pacific  Bell 


HAZAHEZ 

RESTAURANT 


3083  1 6th  STREET 


BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 

TEL  62 1 -4 1 89 


OPEN 

11  TO  11  WEEKDAYS 
11  TO  12  WEEKENDS 

SANDWICHES 

Your  choice  of  Lavash  or  Pita  Bread 

1.  FALAFEL  $3.25 

Fresh  Falafel  served  with  Hummus.Tahlnl  Sauce 
and  Tomato. 


FREE  DELIVERY 

WITHIN  35  MINUTES  OR 
PICKUP  IN  15  MINUTES 

821-4600 

3392  24TH  ST.; 

(AT  VALENCIA  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94110 

695-9200 

1681  CHURCH  ST. 

(CORNER  OF  29TH  STREET) 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 


2.SUPER  FALAFEL  $3.50 

Fresh  Falatel  served  with  Hummus.  Broiled 
EAEPlant.  Tomato.  Garlic  and  Voeurt  Sauce. 

3.  SHAWERMA  $4.50 

Marinated  Lamb  or  Beef  Grilled  Slowly  on  an 
upruht  spit.  Tomato.  Red  Onion.  Tahlnl  Saoce. 

4.  CHICKEN  SHAWERMA  $4.50 
Boneless  Chicken  Strips  Marinated  in  Lemon.  Garlic 
and  Spices.  Broiled  Tomato.Omon  and  Yoeurt 
Garlic  Sauce. 

ASK  FOR  OUR  SPICY  HOT 
HARIS  ft  SAUCE 


Come  and  enjoy  our  dining  room 
open  7 days  a week. 

HOURS 

11AM  - 1 1PM  Sunday  through 
Thursday  11AM  • midnight 
Friday/Saturday 

$3  OFF  $2  OFF  $1  OFF  "j 

j X-LARGE  LARGE  MEDIUM  ! 

Minimum  3 Toppings 

I Not  valid  with  side  orders  Please  mention  coupon  when  ! 
I ordering  Oilers  cannot  be  combined  | 

Valid  anytime.  I 


Park  will  be  a $260  million,  state-ot-the- 
art  baseball  facility  in  the  tradition  of 
recent  success  stories  like  Baltimore’s 
Camden  Yards,  Cleveland’s  Jacobs  Field 
and  Denver’s  Coors  Stadium  - built  by 
the  Giants,  their  fans  and  the  team’s 
private  lenders. 

In  case  you’ve  read  any  misleading 
stories  suggesting  a major  portion  of  this 
new  ballpark  will  be  funded  with  public 
General  Fund  dollars,  please  let  me  set 
the  record  straight.  The  Port  of  San  Fran- 
cisco will  spend  about  $4  million  to  pur- 
chase a portion  of  the  land  at  the  12 
1/2-acre  site,  now  owned  by  CalTrans  and 
another  $7  million  to  move  its  main- 
tenance facility  from  the  ballpark  site  to 
Pier  48  (a  move  that  would  have  had  to 
happen  anyway).  Both  investments  are 
well  worth  it  since  the  Giants  will  begin 
paying  $1.2  million  in  rent  beginning  this 
fall,  and  will  pay  market-rate  rents 
through  at  least  the  year  2022.  The  port’s 
investment,  then,  should  be  paid  off 
within  a decade. 

The  San  Francisco  Redevelopment 
Agency  will  also  spend  about  $15  million 
for  infrastructure  improvement  in  the 
area  surrounding  the  ballpark  for  the 
likes  of  better  sewers,  streets,  sidewalks 
and  curbs.  But  this  money  will  actually  be 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 


Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


Mission  District  Home  Owners 

Need  Rehab,  or  an  emergency  repair, 
can’t  pick  up  the  tab? 

Your  Solution  to  Better  Living  is 

COMMUNITY  HOUSING  REHABILITATION  PROGRAM  (CHRP) 

& 

CODE  ENFORCEMENT  AND  REHABILITATION  FUND  (CERF) 

• A new  roof  • Electrical  repairs 

• Sewer  repairs  • Hot  water 

• New  rear  stairs  • To  correct  a Code  Violation 


If  you  own  and  occupy  one  or  two  units  and  your  income  is 
within  certain  guidelines,  you  may  qualify  for 
a City  sponsored  CHRP  or  CERF  loans. 

(Example:  A family  of  four  may  make  up  to  $47,050  per  year) 

How  do  the  loan  programs  work? 

Maximum  Amount  Interest  Term 

CHRP  $40,000  / Unit . 3 % 10  yrs.  or  upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 

CERF  $ 7,500  / Unit  0%  Upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 


For  more  information  call:  864-6432  ext.  308,  Lucy  Pineda  at 
MISSION  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION 


provided  by  the  Giants,  who  will  pay 
about  $3  million  a year  in  "possessory 
interest  taxes,"  which  would  not  exist  if 
there  were  no  ballpark  project.  It  sounds 
complicated,  but  this  is  how  our  city  and 
most  others  provide  the  infrastructure 
for  virtually  every  major  redevelopment 
project  that’s  undertaken. 

If  that  sounds  like  a great  deal,  it’s 
because  it  is.  San  Franciscans  want  to 
keep  the  rich  tradition  of  major  league 
baseball  here  in  the  City  and  both  the 
Giants  and  the  fans  deserve  to  have  a 
ballpark  every  bit  as  welcoming  and  at- 
tractive as  those  in  other  cities.  From  a 
business  perspective,  keeping  the  Giants 
in  San  Francisco  means  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  the  local  economy. 
From  the  citizenry’s  penny-pinching 
perspective,  having  the  Giants  pay  for  the 
park  themselves  makes  sense  to  the 
people  of  San  Francisco. 

So  join  in  my  great  anticipation  of 
breaking  ground  on  Pac  Bell  Park  by  the 
end  of  the  year  and  even  bigger  dreams  of 
watching  Barry  Bonds,  in  the  spring  of 
the  year  2000,  knock  the  first  home  run 
over  the  left  field  fence  - plunk!  - right 
into  the  waters  of  San  Francisco  Bay. 
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Remembering  Pat  Nolan 


I Did  The  Dovre 


by  Mike  Mosher 

I attended  the  Mission’s  most 
serious  and  subtle  graduate  school  of 
politics,  sociology  and  psychology,  where 
I studied  under  the  best.  That  is  to  say,  I 
used  to  frequent  the  Dovre  Club,  and 
even  tended  bar  in  the  employ  of  the 
Grand  Host  himself,  the  late  great  Pat 
Nolan. 

Privileged  to  enjoy  a freewheeling  yet 
economical  artist’s  lifestyle  in  my  twen- 
ties, it  allowed  me  the  occasional  luxury 
of  late-morning  visits  to  the  Dovre  for  a 
sip  of  peat  and  a look  at  the  daily  papers. 
Twice  I’d  found  Warren  Hinckle’s  ubiq- 
uitous basset  hound  Bentley  sniffing  his 
way  up  Clarion  Alley,  and  knew  its  return 
meant  a drink  on  Warren.  It  was  always 
fun  to  see,  among  the  gravediggers  and 
piano  movers  at  the  bar,  the  officers  of 
the  Womens’  Building,  and  Nolan  turn- 
ing on  the  charm:  "Ah,  darlings,  we 
haven’t  seen  ye  down  here  in  a while." 
Campaign  manager  Jack  Davis  came  in 
often  despite  Nolan’s  verbal  abuse,  and 
when  asked  point  blank,  refused  to  tell 
me  what  line  of  work  he  was  in,  probably 
thinking  I was  joking  to  even  ask. 

I was  always  trying  to  convince  Nolan 
that  he  should  commission  me  to  do 
murals  on  the  Hunger  Strikers  and  the 
Irish  Struggle  which  concluded  in  a 
heroic  depiction  of  the  Final  Defeat  of 
the  British  Army  in  Ireland,  as  the  toast 
posted  above  the  door  read.  When  I’d 
told  him  I’d  been  reading  James  Joyce, 
Nolan  spat  and  urged  me  to  read  Bren- 
dan Behan’s  Borstal  Boy  instead,  for  a 
sense  of  his  own  Belfast. 

One  morning  Nolan  announced  he’d 
fired  another  bartender.  Soon  I was  to 
learn  that  the  barstools  there  were  filled 
with  his  former  bartenders,  but  I piped 
up  "Pat,  I could  work  for  you  tonight."  I 
bragged  of  past  experience  as  a civilian 
bartender  at  the  NCO/Enlisted  Club  at 


the  Presidio,  which  I’d  gotten  only  be- 
cause my  Fillmore  Street  friend  Leroy 
was  dating  a woman  who  helped  manage 
it,  and  they  wanted  one  white  guy  work- 
ing the  monthly  All-Night  Soul  Discos. 

Nolan’s  set  of  rules  was  simple.  "Now 
Michael,  we  had  one  fookin’  idjit  workin’ 
here,  he  got  so  fookin’  drunk  he  forgot  to 
lock  up  the  place  afterwards.  Now,  you 
fookin’  won’t  go  doin’  that  on  me,  will 
ya?"  On  my  honor,  Pat,  I won’t  Pat  felt 
confident  enough  and  handed  over  the 
keys.  And  I truly  didn’t  get  that  drunk, 
though  I knew  that  to  refuse  drinks  cus- 
tomers wanted  to  buy  me  would  have 
been  considered  rude  and  high-hat,  so 
enjoyed  the  wares  of  the  house  as  I 
worked. 

Evidently  the  night’s  receipts  were  in 
order,  for  in  the  next  few  months  I 
worked  the  Dovre  about  a dozen  even- 
ings more,  usually  called  by  Nolan  at  the 
last  minute.  Fellow  professionals  like 
Mean  Jean  Green  came  in  to  see  if  I was 
worth  my  salt.  The  three  brothers  who 
worked  in  the  shipyards,  whose  father  let 
loose  his  Doberman  every  morning  on 
Clarion  Alley  and  then  swore  at  it  until  it 
ambled  home,  always  endeavored  to 
cajole  a final  drink  on  the  house  from  me. 

I soon  learned  how  to  cany  on  a 
sports  conversation  without  knowing  a 
thing  about  the  players  but  giving  the 
impression  of  grave  and  considered 
agreement  with  the  conversation’s 
proponent.  One  minute,  a guy  was  brag- 
ging about  his  beautiful  teenage 
daughter  and  the  next,  I was  gently  reliev- 
ing him  of  a long-necked  bottle  with 
which  he  was  about  to  brain  the  oblivious 
stranger  on  the  next  stool. 

To  be  a bartender  in  the  Dovre  was  to 
keep  house  in  Pat  Nolan’s  name.  Ruling 
the  roost  from  behind  the  bar,  I felt  I was 
in  a position  of  command  that  a great 
general  had  entrusted  to  me,  or  like  being 
a Guest  Host  for  the  Johnny  Carson 


In  memory  of  our 
employment  partner... 

Rich  Sorro 


Community  champion  and  tireless 
worker...  We'll  miss  you! 


MEDA 

2601  Mission  Street,  9th  Floor 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 
(415)282-3334 


Show.  But  I didn’t  work  there  long 
enough  for  Pat  to  finally  blow  up  and  fire 
me,  which  all  assembled  agreed  was  the 
inevitable  conclusion  to  a stretch  on  his 
payroll. 

So  since  there’s  still  unfinished  busi- 
ness between  us  (me  not  being  fired,  plus 
a ten  dollar  loan  I meant  to  pay  back 
these  twelve  years)I  somehow  can’t  really 
buy  this  death  of  Nolan  shit  It  seems 


another  elaborate  prank,  like  when  we 
celebrated  the  Dovre’s  Twentieth  An- 
niversary at  year  16  and  a hall  Maybe  in 
the  tradition  of  Howard  Hughes,  a spate 
of  rival  wills  and  pretenders  to  Nolan’s 
boundless  estate  of  good  fortune  will 
show  up.  Jesus  Mary  Joseph,  I’m  hoping 
one  turns  up  where  Nolan  left  the  fookin’ 
Dovre  Club  to  me. 
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Distinctive  Pan-Arabian  Cuisine 

Belly  Dancing  Nightly 

590  Valencia  St.  S.F.  CA  94110*  41 5-621  -621 3 


The  question  is  not 
whether  to  fight  or  to  love. 

We  must  fight,  and  we  must  love. 
But  we  can  fight  without  hatred, 
and  love  without  conditions. 

Shri  B rah  man anda  Sarasvati 

Yoga  Society 
of  San  Francisco 

Brahmananda  Ashram 

2572  Folsom  St.  205-5.637 

Drop-In  Yoga  Classes 
Sanskrit  & Meditation  Classes 
Vedic  Fire  Ceremonies 
Indian  Music  Concerts  6c  Classes 
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Call  or  write  for  , <.'iv , 

a free  Catalan  l^,'  h,s.<M, 


2929  TWENTY-FOURTH  STREET 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415.282.2994  • fax:  415.282.0994 
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CHINA  BOOKS 
& Periodicals,  Inc. 
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bicycles  by 

SPECIALIZED  schwinn 

KfmMl  NiSHua 
TREK.usa 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


VALFNC/A  CVCLEJW  HOURS:  10  -6  MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io  -4  Sunday 
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Longtime  school  district  employees 
take  grim  satisfaction  in  erasing  graffiti 
at  George  R.  Moscone  School  on  Fol- 
som. John  Mariano  (left)  has  worked  for 
the  district  for  12  years.  Rollin  Gonzales 
(right),  25  years.  Wednesday,  Nov.  20  was 


the  second  day  running  that  they  had 
spent  covering  gang  tags  on  this  stretch 
of  fence.  Both  men  readily  admit  they 
would  rather  spend  their  time  in  con- 
structive labor,  photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 
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On  December  19th,  Supervisor  Susan 
Leal  and  Mayor  Willie  Brown  officiated 
at  a ceremony  celebrating  new  and  im- 
proved lighting  on  Mission  Street  be- 
tween 24th  and  16th.  The  turn  of  the 
century  style  fixtures  and  additional 


pedestrian  level  bulbs  were  funded  out  of 
a $450,000  grant  from  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Transportation,  secured  largely 
due  to  the  efforts  of  Leal  and  Con- 
gresswoman Nancy  Pelosi.  Photo  by  Ar- 
thur Hudson. 


On  the  Road 


va„  generously  donated  by: 
Borw sF'X  sOMloSand 
EDO)  l:OUSM"(,N 


A $30,000  grant  from  the  Bothin  and 
Hedco  Foundations  allowed  the  Mission 
YMCA  purchase  a new  15  seat  van  to 
continue  it  mobile  programs  such  as 
meals  to  the  elderly  and  field  trips  for 


kids.  Pictured  above  with  the  new  wheels 
are  Gary  Clarke  President  and  CEO  of 
the  SF  YMCA  Peggy  McGraw  of  the 
Bothin  Foundation  and  Margaret  Penn 
Chair  of  the  Mission  YMCA 


with  Mary  Iannotti 

• Reduce  Stress 

• Increase  Strength  and  Flexibility 

• Experience  Mental  Clarity 

• Handle  the  Challenges  of  Life  with  a 
Balanced  Disposition 


Tuesdays,  6 - 7:30  pm,  3435  Cesar  Chavez  Street  at  Valencia 
Call  Mary  at  (415)  564-4340 


TO  CELEBRATE  A NEW  YEAR 
ESTA  NOCHE  INVITES  YOU  TO 
\ SPECIAL  NEIGHBORS’  AND 
FRIENDS’  FIESTA 

*FOOD 

“TWO  FOR  ONE  (ESPECIALS  ) 
“ENTERTAINMENT 

SATURDAY  JANUARY  18 
AND  SUNDAY  JANUARY  19 

ETWEEN  HORAS  2 & 7 PM 

TWO  FOR  ONE  ONLY  WITH  THIS  AD 
* WELL  LIQUOR,  DOMESTIC  BEER 
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SAN  FRANCISCO’S 

FIRST  GAY  LATINO  BAR 


3079  Sixteenth  Street 
San  Francisco 

415  861-5757 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 
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HEALTH  MATTERS 


by  Ricard  Pitt 


Ear  Infections  and  the 
Use  of  Antibiotics 


A recent  column  in  the  New  York 
Times  discussed  the  problem  of  middle 
ear  infections  in  children  and  the  effec- 
tiveness of  antibiotics  frequently  given  to 
treat  them.  At  the  medical  symposium 
reported  on  in  the  article,  it  was  revealed 
that  studies  have  shown  that  antibiotics 
are  often  only  marginally  beneficial 
towards  the  relief  of  symptoms  in  ear 
infections  or  the  prevention  of  complica- 
tions. 

The  results  of  one  study  indicated 
that  81  percent  of  infections  went  away 
without  treatment,  and  that  antibiotic 
treatment  only  raised  the  cure  rate  to 
about  94  percent. 

Topics  of  discussion  centered  upon 
how  the  liberal  use  of  antibiotics  puts 
children  at  risk  of  future  infections  that 
will  not  respond  to  the  drugs  if  needed, 
and  that  the  use  of  broad-spectrum  an- 
tibiotics for  ear  infections  has  con- 
tributed to  antibiotic  resistance. 

A doctor  at  the  symposium  urged  the 
hundreds  of  pediatricians  attending  not 
to  prescribe  antibiotics  when  children 
only  have  fluid  in  the  ear  and  no  other 
symptoms,  or  when  they  are  not  in  a lot 
of  pain.  He  also  stressed  that  if  an- 
tibiotics are  given,  amoxicillin  is  better 
than  a stronger  antibiotic,  since  it  is  less 
likely  to  cause  antibiotic  resistance. 
Another  doctor  recommended  that 
children  over  one  year  old  should  not  be 
treated  for  the  first  three  months. 

The  rationale  for  widespread  use  of 
antibiotics  is  that  not  treating  acute  ear 
infections  leads  to  hearing  loss  and  other 
medical  complications,  but  this  is  now 


being  brought  into  question.  The  article 
pointed  out  that  even  if  doctors  do  not 
want  to  give  antibiotics,  parents  are 
demanding  them,  having  been  taught  to 
expect  them  every  time  they  go  to  the 
doctor.  Therefore,  one  of  the  things  that 
has  to  happen  is  teaching  the  public  not 
to  seek  antibiotics  unless  they  are  really 
necessary. 

It  is  sadly  ironic  that  the  widespread 
introduction  of  antibiotics,  which  has 
had  such  a dramatic  change  in  medicine’s 
ability  to  treat  infectious  diseases,  has 
now  made  us  less  able  to  defend  oursel- 
ves from  many  of  the  infectious  diseases 
that  are  continually  part  of  our  lives.  It  is 
easy  to  forget  that  antibiotics  were  only 
introduced  in  the  1940’s,  now  that  they 
have  become  totally  indispensable  to 
medical  practice.  However,  the  reality  is 
that  for  every  time  antibiotics  are  truly 
needed  to  save  lives,  many  times  they  are 
given  for  conditions  which  would  have 
gotten  better  on  their  own. 

The  consequences  of  this  tendency 
have  been  twofold:  a reduction  in  the 
effect  of  antibiotics  when  really  needed, 
and  a lowering  of  the  body’s  natural  im- 
mune system  powers  to  defend  itself. 
Practitioners  of  medicine  are  now  realiz- 
ing these  facts,  and  are  making  decisions 
on  how  best  to  proceed. 

The  case  may  be  that  a new  breed  of 
drugs  will  cause  the  same  problems. 
However,  it  is  a good  sign  to  see  doctors 
sincerely  questioning  the  prevalent 
philosophy  in  one  area  of  practice,  and 
that  they  are  willing  to  take  a more  cau- 
tionary approach  with  the  use  of  medica- 
tions. 


Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafted  bulk  herbs 


♦ We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

♦ Homeopathic 
REMEDIES 

♦ Aromatherapy 


♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 

♦ Flower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


3412  22ND  Street 
(at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


(415)  821-0997 

A W omen-Owned  Business 


SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 


3147  16th  St.  606  Mission  St.  @2nd 

Open  M-F  6 to  5 M-F  6am  to  6pm 

Sat  7 to  5 Phone  512-1570 

Sun  7 to  4 Phone  552-9122 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 


Esta  Noche 

by  Trebor  Healy 


I met  her  at  a hospice 

where  our  mutual  friend  Juanie 

was  dying  fast  and  sudden 

She  was  dressed  in  high  drag 

Mariposa  Magdalena 

She’d  rushed  in  panting 

And  I remember  she  was  thirsty 

drinking  glass  after  glass  of  water 

gulping  it  down 

with  the  same  thirst 

that  death  had  for  Juanie 

fast  and  urgent 

pulling  him  down  in 

I remember  the  tears 
mixed  with  Spanish 
some  of  which  I understood 
Something  about 
why  have  I been  spared? 

Porque?  and  Porque  esta  noche? 

She  was  crushed  by  Juanie’s  death 
by  all  the  deaths 
marching  at  her 

like  the  soldiers  had  in  Guatemala 
She  felt  like  the  only  one  left 
and  she  carried  their  pictures 
like  the  mothers 
of  the  Disappeared 
she  stood 

Las  Madres  de  los  Desparecidos 

Oh  Yankee  go  home! 

she’d  scream  at  the  goddamn  virus 

Cold  in  the  deathwind  and  crushed 
throwing  herself  like  ice 
into  booze 
Esta  Noche 

this  night  and  many  others 

I started  seeing  her  around 
everywhere 

as  that  Gatorade  billboard 

the  one  that  said  "Quita  La  Sed" 

she  was  less  and  less 

composed,  thirstier 

Her  make-up  was  all  over  her  face 

just  as  she  was  all  over  the  Mission 

asking  for  grace  in  any  way  she  could 

Asking  for  grace  like 

graffiti  and  billboards 

and  Spanish  speakin’  ladies 

Quiero  this  and  quiero  that 

and  Quita  la  sed  Quita  la  sed 


I could  always  find  her  at  Esta  Noche 

the  little  Latino  drag  joint 

at  16th  and  Valencia 

that’s  where  she  sparkled 

that’s  where  she  sang 

Mariposa  Magdalena 

composed  for  a few  minutes 

and  a few  dollars 

like  the  drinks  they  kept  pushing 

at  her  from  across  the  bar 

Esta  Noche  this  night 

and  many  others 

She  drank  the  wine  of  death 
she  drank  the  bourbon  of  Esta  Noche 
she  was  thirsty  for  a friend 
for  a break 

she  was  looking  for  a flashy  boa 
to  shelter  her  against  the  deathwind 
Oh  Yankee  Go  Home! 
she’s  scream  upon  the  stage 

Her  plea,  like  her  heart 
emptier  and  windier 
echoing  all  over  the  Mission 
echoing  for  grace 
like  graffiti  and  billboards 
Quiero  this  and  quiero  that 
and  Quieta  la  sed  Quieta  la  sed 

Esta  Noche 

as  if  there  were  no  tomorrow 
and  for  her  friends  there  would  not  be 
-but  for  her- 

Esta  Nocher  y siempre  manana 
siempre,  siempre  Porque? 
like  an  echo 

these  endless  days  haunted  her 
Esta  noche  y muchas  otras 
many  more  to  come, 

Mariposa  Magdalena 

Hoping  somehow 
that  the  thirst  tonight 
if  it  were  strong  enough 
If  she  pulled  it  down 
and  in  the  thirst  tonight 
might  extinguish  all  tomorrows 
Quita  la  sed  Quita  la, 

Quita  la,  Quita  la  sed! 


Send  poetry  submissions  to  Poetry 
Editor  Barbara  Bennet  do  New  Mission 
News  777  Valencia  Street  SF,  Ca  94110 


Chile  Undo 

CHILEAN  DELICATESSEN 

Catering,  Sandwich,  Salad  & Juice  Bar 
Empanadas,  Dulces  Chilenos 
Chilean  birthday  cakes  to  order 

621-6108 

2944  -16th  St.  (at  Capp) 

OPEN  MONDAY-  FRIDAY  9 am  - 6 pm 


Chilean 
Lunch 

Sat.  1 1 :30am-5pm 


Order  to  Go! 
Free  Delivery! 

Open  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 


693-9613 

693-9614 


380  Bush  Street  near  Kearny 

(Downstairs)  San  Francisco,  CA  94108 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 


Best  of  the  Round  World  in  1996 


Cuba’s  longest  lasting  and  per- 
haps greatest  dance  band,  Los  Van  Van, 
released  their  eighteenth  record  and  ar- 
guably their  strongest,  Ay  Dios,  Am- 
parame!  Every  track  is  strong  and  the  new 
singers  Roberto  and  Maito  showcase 
their  talent  on  this  recording,  managing 
to  sound  contemporary  yet  classic.  Un- 
fortunately this  CD  has  not  been  given 
proper  distribution  and  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  obtain,  but  this  month  you  can 
actually  see  them  perform  live  when  they 
take  the  stage  at  Maritime  Hall,  Friday, 
January  17  and  Saturday,  January  18  for 
two  historic  shows.  This  is  the  first  time 
they  have  been  given  visas  to  come  and 
perform  here  in  the  United  States  and, 
finally,  after  playing  the  world  over  to 
huge  adoring  crowds  they  will  perform 
here  in  San  Francisco.  This  could  be  the 
show  of  the  century.  Get  your  tickets  in 
advance  at  Round  World  Music,  255- 
8411. 

Continuing  the  countdown  for  1996, 
in  the  order  in  which  1 heard  them,  we 
have  another  Cuban,  Manolin,  El  Medico 
de  La  Salsa,  with  Para  Mi  Gente,  whose 
brand  of  new  Cuban  salsa  became  om- 
nipresent, especially  the  song  "Arriba  de 
La  Bola".  Next  we  have  the  subject  of  last 
month’s  column,  Round  World  Music’s 
own  Ritmo  y Candela  II  : African 
Crossroads  featuring  Carlos  "Patato"  Val- 
des. One  of  the  great  masters  of  Nigerian 
Ibo  highlife  music  Chief  Stephen  Osita 
Osadebe  released  a superb  recording 
made  in  the  USA  called  Kedu  America. 


Classic  African  guitar  and  vocals  are 
punctuated  by  a polyphony  of  drums  and 
meandering  horns;  one  can  hear  the 
closeness  to  Cuban  music  here  in  the 
clave  and  the  numerous  quotes  of 
"Manicero"  (The  Peanut  Vendor). 

From  our  own  barrio  we  have  the 
heavy  roots  rumba/ santeria  recording  by 
John  Santos  & Coro  Folklorico  Kindem- 
bo  called  Hacia  El  Amor.  Perhaps  the 
most  surprising  find  this  year  is  a Con- 
golese salsa  singer  based  in  Los  Angeles, 
Ricardo  Lemvo  and  Makina  Loca  with  a 
CD  called  Tata  Masamba.  This  record 
manages  to  combine  classic  Cuban  ele- 
ments, salsa,  and  African  popular  music 
in  a true  mezcla.  Another  Cuban  record 
that  makes  the  cut  is  Cubanismo  by  Jesus 
Alemany,  the  trumpet  player  from  the 
with  a virtual  who’s  who  of  Cuban  music 
including  master  conguero  Tata  Guines, 
pianist  Alfredo  Rodriguez  and  the  young 
sax  lion  Yosvany  Terry  who  can  also  be 
heard  on  Ritmo  y Candela  II. 

Veteran  Jamaican  guitarist  Ernest 
Ranglin  put  out  a superb  record  with  a 
crew  of  jazz  musicians  including  the  great 
Idris  Muhammad  on  drums  and  Ira 
Coleman  playing  acoustic  bass.  Below  the 
Bassline  is  an  instrumental  strut  through 
Jamaican  classic  tunes  in  a sophisticated 
jazz  mode.  Another  unusual  project  that 
shines  with  brillance  is  the  recording  in 
which  Hank  Jones  meets  Cheikh  Tdiane 
Seek  and  the  Mandinkas,  entitled  Sarala. 
Jones,  the  veteran  American  jazz  pianist, 
works  the  ivories  over  a deep  multi- 
layered bed  of  traditional  Mandinka 


“Awareness  is  Revolutionary 

Vcn  Urygen  Sangharakshita  j 

Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm. 
Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly. 

Call  for  a free  program. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 

37  Bai  tlett  Stieet  @ 21st  • 282-2018  • www/bluelotus.com/sfbc 


/I 


Illuminate  the  Skin's  Health  this  Holiday  Season 

with  our  introductory  ULTIMATE  FACIAL  - utilizing  mood-lifting 
essential  oils  with  LASH  TINTING  and  EYEBROW  SHAPING 
for  only  qq  •„  sVt.OO  mdur 

Make  Peace  with  Difficult  Skin,  try  our  regenerating  peels. 

AGGRESSIVE  ACNE  TREATMENTS  Be  SPECIAL  SKIN  TREATMENTS 

for  coarse,  dry  and  wrinkled  iktn 

This  Season,  Be  Brilliant!  Give  the  Gift  of  Healthy  Skin  with  a 

. st/rirx><> /ft  . //<*  exclusively  from  Sofia 

20%  off  first-time  Electrolysis  Appointments 

(it's  comfortable,  effective  and forever) 

Sofia  is  conveniently  located  in  Noe  Valley  at  48  22^  Street 
4IS)  824  212$ 

offer  expires  u/if/f6 


Los  Van  Van 


music,  featuring  a large  cast  of  African 
virtuosos  on  traditional  instruments  in- 
cluding strings,  such  as  the  kora  and 
ngoni,  and  the  djembe  drum  as  well  as  the 
wooden  xylophone,  called  balafon,  and, 
of  course,  a large  group  of  amazing 
singers  as  well  as  several  lightning  fast 
guitar  gods. 

Rounding  out  the  year  on  my  musical 
A list  are  two  CD’s  produced  by  the 
famous  African  producer,  Ibrahim  Syila. 
The  third  release  by  the  sensational 
African  salseros,  Africando  Gombo- 
Salsa,  once  again  uses  top-notch  NYC 
Latin  musicians  quoting  classic  Cuban 
and  Salsa  melodies  with  an  expanded  cast 
of  African  singers  including  Gnonnas 


Pedro  from  Benin,  famous  for  his  own 
Afro-Cuban  blend  in  Africa,  and  Guinea 
traditional  griot  singer,  Sekouba  Bam- 
bino Diabate,  and  "Shoubou"  from  NYC’s 
world  renowned  Haitian  band,  Tabou 
Combo.  There  is  even  a cumbia  which 
pays  respect  to  Colombia  where  they 
have  been  very  popular.  And  lastly,  we 
have  Zairian  singer/dancer  Tshala 
Muana  whose  release, Mutuashi  is  named 
after  the  Congolese  folkloric  dance  and 
rhythm  which  she  brought  to  the  pop 
music  world.  This  production  mixes 
Latin  musicians  and  arrangements  with 
Zairian  all  star  guitarists  and  singers  in 
another  tasty  Afro-Latin  blend. 


Chi  T&nawpa 

Cocftcufg  - D CMC  iff  & 


Beto’s  Sound  D.J. 
Banda  & Cumbia 
Live  Music 


Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday.  Monday 


No  Cover  Charge! 

Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 

Propietarias 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


Vua  & MC  accepted 


ri  eAvt  v nmxT  this  AovtHTHEMisr  at  the  timf  of  you*  viht 


11  th  Anniversary 

Sale 


On  Custom 

Framing 


Diego  Rivera 

La  Vendedora  De  Alcatraces 


A 


k 


Metal  Frame 
Package  Deal 

Includes:  Glass,  Mount, 
Labor,  Backing,  Wire, 


And  Hooks 


Fsi/c  Price! 

I 
I 
I 
I 


A 


14x28 

26x20 

18x24 

i 


r 


22x28 
24x30 

124x36 
30x40 


L3 


36x48 


29.95 

34.95 

39.95 

46.95 

49.95 

59.95 

69.95 
89.9^J 


TfeB/^est 
Seceemi/ of  Rem 
MmfFfamfsm 
&wFmc/sco 


1 


(415)  826-2321 


934  Valencia  st.  (a),  20th  San  Francisco 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


i 


AT  OUR  MEXICAN  GRILLS 

ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEE 


f 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 
& 431-3351 

f 

l 

g 


3071  16TH  ST.  * SF 
864*8840 


